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Introduction 

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of this booklet is to give you information about the opportunities on offer 

to our Year 6 pupils. We hope that you will be able to use this information to support 

your child throughout their time at Overchurch Junior School to make good progress, 

whilst enjoying school life. If you have a detailed understanding of your child’s school 

programme, you will be able to encourage and support them to the best of their 

ability. 

As a school, we are invested in developing cultural capital and plan to 

develop cultural experiences and background knowledge that will equip your child 

with knowledge to propel them further in their education, careers and social 

development.  

Please use our Twitter, ParentApp and website to find out about what is happening 

in school. For example, there will be reports of recent events and trips involving 

pupils, feel free to discuss these events with your child to give them a sense of the 

opportunities that will come their way as they progress up the school. 

Throughout the last academic year, Overchurch Junior School has revitalised and 

reinvigorated its curriculum, providing new and exciting learning opportunities for all 

pupils.  

We hope that you enjoy reading this booklet as it demonstrates the hard work and 

ambitions that we have as a Junior School. If you have any feedback or suggestions 

for improvement then please feel free to pass them to the School Office. 

 

 

Mr M Byrne 

Curriculum Leader 

 

Mrs J McGettrick 

Chair of Governors 
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Our Mission 

 

Respect, Believe, Achieve 

 

Vision 

 

Our school is a family where everyone works together and every child is encouraged 

to realise their potential. 

We believe that children should love and respect each other and the world around 

them. 

Children who leave Overchurch Junior School will be confident, considerate, 

independent learners with a thirst for knowledge and a passion for life-long learning. 

 

Values 

 

At Overchurch Junior School, we have developed 7 principles of learning that run 

throughout our curriculum: 

Resilience – determined; self-controlled; persistent; courageous; diligent 

Empathy – fair; compassionate; kind; courteous; unselfish 

Self – Awareness – self-confident; self-disciplined; honest; humorous; adaptable 

Positivity – motivates; optimistic; inspirational 

Excellence – creative; curious; inspiring; proud; critical thinker 

Communication – listens; influences; reflects; evaluates 

Teamwork – cooperative; responsible; caring; makes decisions; helpful; patient 
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Our Pledge 

We want all our children to be confident, happy, inquisitive learners, who are 

exposed to a range of experiences and activities linked to our British Values. To 

ensure this we have written 14 pledges to ensure all children have access to an all-

embracing range of learning experiences. 

Our Pledge to the children whilst they attend our school. We will: 

 Celebrate collective worship weekly 

 

 Visit our Parish Church of St Mary’s 

 

 Visit an art gallery 

 

 Visit the local library 

 

 Visit an historical place  

 

 Visit an outdoor learning environment 

 

 Experience and use modern technology 

 

 Meet a person / people who can widen your understanding of the world 

 

 Perform to an audience 

 

 Contribute to charity work 

 

 Attend a live concert / performance 

 

 Experience different cultures and festivals from around the world  

 

 Visit a local place of interest 

 

 Meet children from other local schools 

 

 

Our curriculum is rich, broad and balanced 
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Curriculum Overview 

Curriculum Intent 

At the heart of the Overchurch Junior School curriculum, we want our children to be 

confident, considerate learners. Our outstanding curriculum, which is built around 

knowledge and skills, is designed to go beyond the academic and break down 

barriers. Through our new approach, where we block-teach subjects, we build on 

what has been taught before and towards agreed end points, showcasing children’s 

achievements.  The curriculum is carefully designed, planned and sequenced to 

meet the need of our pupils. The development of literacy skills, particularly reading is 

fundamental to our curriculum. The key characteristics of RESPECT run throughout 

our curriculum. 

In planning the curriculum, we asked ourselves how can we empower our children to 

be the best versions of themselves. 

In Year 6, we want to offer a curriculum that ensures that our pupils fulfil the 

aspirations expressed in our Curriculum Intent. We will do this by offering a broad 

and balanced range of subjects that include:  

● Art and Design 

● Computing 

● Design and Technology 

● English 

● Geography 

● History 

● Mathematics 

● Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) 

● Music 

● Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

● Physical Education 

● Relationship and Sexual Education 

● Religious Education and World Views 

● Science



 

6 
 

Year 6 Curriculum Overview 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Art & Design  LS Lowry: Drawing Landscapes: Painting Mixed Media Moos: Collage 

Computing  Computing Systems and 

Networks: Internet 

Communication 

3D Modelling Webpage 

Creation 
Spreadsheets Variables in 

Games 
Sensing 

Design & 

Technology 
Victorian Zoetropes Electrical Cars Great British Cake Off 

Geography United Kingdom Commonwealth Comparisons Local Area Study 

History The British Empire World War Two Early Islamic Civilisation 

MFL My Home 
 

Classroom 

Music  Happy - Pharrell Williams You’ve Got a Friend - Carole 

King 
Music and Me 

PE (core) Health Related Fitness Gymnastics Dance Linking Actions Linking 

Actions 
Tactics & 

Strategies 

PE (PPA) Creating & Closing Space Sportshall 

Athletics 
Football Tactics & 

Strategies 
Athletics Cricket & 

Rounders 

PSHE How can we keep healthy as we grow? How can the media influence 

people? 
How do friendships change as 

we grow? 

RE & World 

Views 
Judaisim Prophecy of 

the Magi 
Christian Faith in Action Memories Humanism 

RSE Puberty, Relationships and Reproduction 

Science Humans: Healthy bodies Electricity Evolution and inheritance Light Habitats: 

Classifying living 

things 

 

 

Please follow us on Twitter so that you can keep up to date with your child’s 

education. 

@OJS_Year6     @Overchurch_Jnrs 
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Weekly Subject Overview 

Autumn Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

05/09/22 Computing 

12/09/22 Art 

19/09/22 Spanish 

26/09/22 Science 

03/10/22 History 

10/10/22 Geography 

17/10/22 RSE 

Half-Term 

31/10/22 Science 

07/11/22 DT 

14/11/22 Geography 

21/11/22 Computing 

28/11/22 Science 

05/12/22 History 

12/12/22 R.E. 

19/12/22 RE & Computing Curriculum Days 
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Spring Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

02/01/23 (Two days) R.E. 

09/01/23 Art 

16/01/23 Science 

23/01/23 History 

30/01/23 Computing 

06/02/23 Mental Health Week 

13/02/23 Geography 

Half-Term 

27/02/23 DT 

06/03/23 Science 

13/03/23 History 

20/03/23 Computing 

27/03/23 Revision Week 
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Summer Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

17/04/23 History  

24/04/23 Science 

01/05/23 RE (Four days) 

08/05/23 Spanish (SATs Week) 

15/05/23 Geography  

22/05/23 RE (Four days) 

Half-Term 

05/06/23 Computing 

12/06/23 Art 

19/06/23 History 

26/06/23 Science 

03/07/23 DT 

10/07/23 Science 

17/07/23 (Three days) Geography 

 

 

 

Each week, the year group will focus on a different subject which includes taking part 

in projects, conducting experiments and taking part in educational experiences which 

help to develop cultural capital. This helps to give the children a more in-depth 

knowledge of the subject as well as a greater interest whilst avoiding the dangers of 

cognitive overload.  

During PPA, children will be taught PE, Music and PSHE on a rotational timetable. 

This will be taught by Mrs S Elwill, Mr A Sheehan and Miss C Buckley.  

Children will also receive one additional PE lesson every week from their class 

teacher. 

PPA 
PE 
PSHE 

Planning, Preparation and Assessment Time 
Physical Education 
Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education  
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English 

English sits at the heart of our curriculum at Overchurch Junior School – it is through 

language, story and text that children learn to form concepts, connect ideas and 

express themselves. Through literacy, in all its forms, children learn to both make 

sense of the world and shape their place within it. 

Our aim is to promote a life-long love of language and communication by learning 

literacy skills through the use of quality children’s texts and books that will interest, 

inspire and excite our pupils. 

Therefore, in order to ensure we maintain high standards in learning and progress, it 

is essential that teaching and learning in this subject is consistent. 

Shared Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School we are committed to providing all of our pupils with the 

skills necessary to become lifelong readers. Through careful planning, targeted 

intervention and plentiful opportunities for Reading for Pleasure, our pupils develop a 

love for reading that provides them with limitless opportunities in the wider world. 

Overchurch Junior School uses the Literacy Counts Steps to Read programme for 

the daily teaching of reading. The primary aim of the Steps to Read programme is to 

teach reading comprehension skills and strategies explicitly. 

Steps to Read: 

● Is sequenced, coherent and progressive 

● Uses language-rich texts for vocabulary teaching 

● Includes all elements of comprehension, taught sequentially across an 

academic year 

● Has a clear focus on skills and strategies needed to be a proficient and 

confident readers 

● Uses engaging texts to promote a life-long love of reading 

● Includes poetry, non-fiction and fiction that enhances knowledge learning 

across the curriculum 

In addition, pupils have opportunities throughout the week to read for pleasure, 

whether this be within the classroom, in the school library or even snuggled up next 

to Tilly our school dog. Each day, the adults in school enjoy reading aloud to the 

children from quality texts within our Reading Spine. 

Reading practise is supported by our Reading Planet Reading Scheme from Rising 

Stars. Matched to our synthetic phonics programme, these high-quality texts are 

used for home reading by all pupils until they reach a reading age of approximately 8 

years 6 months. Once pupils become confident and fluent in their reading, they 

become free-readers and choose books from our class libraries and school library 

that match both their Accelerated Reader Book Level and their interests. 

Using Accelerated Reader, our pupils have a clear understanding of their Book Level 

and select books suited to their reading ability. Furthermore, pupils are able to 

develop their comprehension skills through end of book quizzes. These scores are 

closely monitored by staff and support is implemented where necessary. 
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Support for Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School, we are mindful of the fact that every pupil is unique 

and ensure that targeted intervention is available. We use Rocket Phonics as our 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme. Using this high-quality DfE validated 

programme, pupils attend small group or 1:1 sessions aimed to close gaps in their 

phonetic knowledge. 

Our school reading scheme matches our phonics programme and our pupils select 

books from our Reading Planet scheme to read both at school. 

Pupils within our Lowest 20% of readers read with an adult or reading buddy at least 

three times a week. This provides additional opportunities for practise and to foster a 

love for reading. Furthermore, all Pupil Premium children read with an adult at least 

twice a week. 

Writing 

At Overchurch Junior School, we teach writing through the use of high-quality 

English texts. 100% of these texts are taken from the accredited Literacy Counts 

texts. We teach writing throughout the curriculum and expect high standards of 

SPaG across all subjects rather than just in English books. 

Support for Writing 

Additional short-focussed interventions are provided for pupils who are making 

slower than expected progress. These sessions are tailored to the needs of the 

pupils and closely monitored to ensure accelerated progress. 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

English 
Text for 
Writing  

 

A Story 

Like the 

Wind by 

Gill Lewis 

 

 Flashback 

Narrative 

Newspaper 

Report 

On The 

Origin of 

Species by 

Sabina 

Radeva  

 

Discovery 

Narrative 

Adaptation 

Explanation 

 

Rose 

Blanche by 

Ian 

McEwan & 

Roberto 

Innocenti 

 

Diary 

Bravery 

Speech 

Hansel & 

Gretel by 

Neil 

Gaiman & 

Lorenzo 

Mattotti 

 

Dual 

Narrative 

Letter 

Shackleton’s 

Journey by 

William Grill 

 

Endurance 

Narrative 

Magazine 

Article 

Wolves 

 

First Person 

Narrative 

Balanced 

Argument 

Information 

Report 

Suspense 

Narrative 

 
Shared  

Reading  

Books 

UNIT A 

The Boy in 

the Striped 

Pyjamas by 

John 

Boyne 

Poems 

from the 

Second 

World War 

selected 

by Gaby 

Morgan 

Fireweed 

by Jill 

Paton 

Walsh 

DK 

Eyewitness 

World War 

II 

The Diary 

of Anne 

Frank 

UNIT B 

Asha & the 

Spirit Bird by 

Jasbinder 

Bilan 

The Boy in 

the Tower 

by Polly Ho-

Yen 

Poems by 

Carol Ann 

Duffy 

 

 

UNIT C 

When 

Darwin 

Sailed the 

Sea by 

David Long 

Darwin-A Life 

in Poems by 

Ruth Padel 

When the 

Whales 

Walked and 

other 

incredible 

evolutionary 

journeys by 

Dougal 

Dixon  

The Explorer 

by Katherine 

Rundell 

The Great 

Sea Dragon 

Discovery by 

Pippa 

Goodhart 

 

UNIT D 

The Wolves 

of 

Willoughby 

Close by 

Joan Aiken 

The Call of 

the Wind 

by Jack 

London 

Black 

Beauty by 

Anna 

Sewell 

A Poem for 

Every Night 

of the 

Year-Edited 

by Allie Esiri 

 

UNIT E 

Where on 

Earth? 

Coastlines 

Overheard in 

a Tower 

Block-Poems 

by Joseph 

Coelho 

The Island at 

the End of 

Everything by 

Kiran 

Millwood 

Hargrave 

Orphans of 

the Tide by 

Struan 

Murray 

 

 UNIT F 

Grimms 

Fairy Tales 

by Jacob & 

Wilhelm 

Grimm 

Blackberry 

Blue and 

other fairy 

tales by 

Jamila 

Gawin 

The House 

With 

Chicken 

Legs by 

Sophie 

Anderson 

A Range of 

Song Lyrics 
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Maths 

At Overchurch Junior School, we believe every child can master an understanding 

and love of Maths. A combination of quality first teaching and the Maths No Problem 

scheme of work, based on The Singapore Maths teaching model, provides our pupils 

with an excellent maths curriculum. We also teach arithmetic as a discrete lesson 

each day to ensure numerical fluency. 

We foster a ‘can do ‘approach that is inclusive, we believe that with the right support, 

maths mastery is available to all. 

 

The daily maths lessons build on prior learning, systematically varying the apparatus 

and methods used to solve problems, this enables children to craft powerful 

connections between concrete, pictorial and abstract. The use of varied techniques 

such as bar modelling, number bonds and mental strategies help to promote 

numerical fluency. The lessons build a deep and sustainable understanding of 

maths. Maths No Problem also provides an online assessment tool that allows the 

teachers to identify gaps in knowledge, allowing intervention at an early stage. 

 

Year 6 

 
Chapter 1 - Numbers to 10 Million 
 
Chapter 2 - Four Operations on Whole 
Numbers 
 
Chapter 3 - Fractions 
 
Chapter 4 - Decimals 
 
Chapter 5 - Measurements 
 
Chapter 6 - Word Problems 
 
Chapter 7 - Percentage 
 
 

 
Chapter 8 - Ratio 
 
Chapter 9 - Algebra 
 
Chapter 10 - Area and Perimeter 
 
Chapter 11 - Volume 
 
Chapter 12 - Geometry 
 
Chapter 13 - Position and Movement 
 
Chapter 14 - Graphs and Averages 
 
Chapter 15 - Negative Numbers 
 

 

https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-01
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-03
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-05
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6a/chapter-06
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-07
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-08
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-09
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-10
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-11
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-12
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-13
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-14
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-6b/chapter-15
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Science 

At Overchurch Junior school, it is our intent to provide a science curriculum that is 

inclusive to all our students.  Science is about children developing a sense of enquiry 

and extending their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. It 

includes knowledge about living things, materials, energy and the solar system. 

Science is concerned with investigation and children using their investigations and 

knowledge to understand how the world is constructed. Throughout the school, the 

children will be developing scientific skills that will lead to their work in planning and 

undertaking scientific investigations, as scientists. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Humans: Healthy bodies 

I can identify and name the 

main parts of the human 

circulatory system, and 

describe the functions of 

the heart, blood vessels and 

blood. 

I can recognise the impact 

of diet, exercise, drugs and 

lifestyle on the way their 

bodies function. 

I can describe the ways in 

which nutrients and water 

are transported within 

animals, including humans. 
 

Electricity 

I can associate the 

brightness of a lamp or the 

volume of a buzzer with the 

number and voltage of cells 

used in the circuit. 

I can compare and give 

reasons for variations in 

how components function, 

including the brightness of 

bulbs, the loudness of 

buzzers and the on/off 

position of switches. 

I can use recognised 

symbols when representing 

a simple circuit in a diagram 

Evolutions and 

Inheritance 

I can recognise that living 

things have changed over 

time and that fossils 

provide information about 

living things that inhabited 

the Earth millions of years 

ago. 

I can recognise that living 

things produce offspring 

of the same kind, but 

normally offspring vary 

and are not identical to 

their parents. 

I can identify how animals 

and plants are adapted to 

suit their environment in 

different ways and that 

adaptation may lead to 

evolution. 

Light 

I can recognise that light appears 

to travel in straight lines. 

I can use the idea that light 

travels in straight lines to explain 

that objects are seen because 

they emit or reflect light into the 

eye. 

I can explain that we see things 

because light travels from light 

sources to our eyes or from light 

sources to objects and then to 

our eyes. 

I can use the idea that light 

travels in straight lines to explain 

why shadows have the same shape 

as the objects that cast them. 
 

Habitats: Classifying living 

things 

I can describe how living things 

are classified into broad groups 

according to common observable 

characteristics and based on 

similarities and differences, 

including micro-organisms, plants 

and animals. 

I can give reasons for classifying 

plants and animals based on 

specific characteristics. 

I can recognise that living things 

have changed over time and that 

fossils provide information about 

living things that inhabited the 

Earth millions of years ago. 

I can recognise that living things 

produce offspring of the same 

kind, but normally offspring vary 

and are not identical to their 

parents. 

I can identify how animals and 

plants are adapted to suit their 

environment in different ways and 

that adaptation may lead to 

evolution. 
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Art and Design 

At Overchurch Junior School we recognise that Art and Design stimulates creativity 

and imagination, as well as promoting social and wider life skills. It provides visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding, responding to 

and communicating with the world. It enables children of all abilities to communicate 

what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form and pattern, as 

well as different materials and processes. 

We encourage children to explore ideas and meanings through the work and lives of 

a range of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of 

art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different 

times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our 

lives. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Inspirational artists, 

designers and 

architects: 

 

 

 David Hockney 

 Leonardo Di 

Vinci 

 Jacob Lawrence 

 Frank Gehry  
 

Inspirational artists, 

designers and 

architects: 

 

 

 Wassily Kandinsky 

 Georgia O’Keefe 

 Damien Hurst 

 Salvador Dali 

Inspirational artists, 

designers and 

architects: 

 

 

 Takashi Murakami  

 Louise Nevelson 

 Helen 

Frankenhelther 

 Giuseppi 

Acrimboldo 

Drawing: LS Lowry 

 I can comment 

on artworks 

with a fluent 

grasp of visual 

language  

 I can create 

perspective 

through line and 

shape  

 I can create 

perspective 

using tone  

 I can choose a 

suitable style of 

drawing for the 

artwork  
 

Painting: Landscapes 

 I can apply 

techniques to 

create the illusion 

of space and 

depth  

 I can apply 

techniques to 

create depth using 

tone 

 I can use qualities 

of watercolour 

paints to create 

visually interesting 

landscapes 

 I can use reverse 

perspectives to 

create visually 

interesting pieces 

Collage: Mixed Media 

Moos 

 I can explore 

existing mixed 

media collages 

 I can select 

appropriate 

materials, tools 

and media 

 I can use a range 

of media to 

produce a collage 

quadrant 
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Computing 

The Computing Curriculum at Overchurch Junior School is based on application. The 
curriculum is structured in units and taught in blocks coherently. In computing, we 
use devices to create, store and manipulate data.  

 
Our high quality computing curriculum has been planned to enable children to 
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. Children will learn to 
analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of 
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. The curriculum offers 
opportunities for children to learn to evaluate and apply information technology, 
including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 
At Overchurch Junior School children are taught to be responsible, competent, 
confident and creative users of information and communication technology. 
 
Children learn to be digitally literate-able to use, express themselves and develop 
their ideas through information and communication technology-at a level suitable for 
the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

 
Children use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly in line with our 
RESPECT values.  
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 
COMPUTING 
SYSTEMS AND 
NETWORKS 
INTERNET 
COMMUNICATION 

 
I can recognise the 
WWW as a 
communication tool 
  
I can learn how 
search engines work 
 
I can evaluate 
different methods of 
communication  

3D 
MODELLING 

 
 

I can plan, 
develop and 
evaluate 3D 
computer 
models of 
physical 
objects. 

WEBPAGE 
CREATION 

 
 

I can design 
and create 
webpages, 
considering 
copyright, 
aesthetics, 
and 
navigation. 
 

SPREAD 
SHEETS 

 
 

I can answer 
questions by 
using 
spreadsheets 
to organise and 
calculate data. 
 

VARIABLES IN 
GAMES 

 
 

I can explore 
variables when 
designing and 
coding a game. 
Studio Code 
Course F 
Studiocode.org 
 

SENSING 

 
 
 

I can 
design 
and code 
a project 
that 
captures 
inputs 
from a 
physical 
device. 
 
I can use 
microbits. 
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Design and Technology 

At Overchurch Junior School, our Design and Technology curriculum encourages 

children to work individually and as part of a team to creatively and innovatively solve 

problems.  Through our Design and Technology curriculum we want children to be 

inspired by and become designers, chefs, architects, engineers and artists as they 

develop their skills and enable them to create and evaluate a range of structures, 

using a range of materials, for a range of purposes. We aim to, wherever possible, 

link work to other disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, History, English and 

Geography, ensuring that children make real life links. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

History- Victorians 

Mechanical Systems 

Design, make and evaluate a 

Victorian Zoetrope for a 

child to use. 

 

I can design and make a 

Zoetrope based on a cylinder 

or prism and decide how many 

viewing slots and animation 

frames to use. 

I can decide on a theme for 

the animation and draw an 

outline for the frames making 

sure there are the right 

number of frames. 

I can cut materials with 

precision and refine the finish 

with appropriate tools. 

I can join/combine materials 

with temporary, fixed or 

moving joints 

I can make products through 

stages of prototypes, making 

continual refinements. 

I can ensure products have a 

high-quality finish, using art 

skills where appropriate. 

Science 

Electrical Systems 

Design, make and evaluate 

a working electrical car 

for TESLA to use as a 

prototype. 

 

I can create circuits using 

electronics kits that 

employ a number of 

components 

I can attach gear wheels to 

a base / model using an 

axel. 

I can choose suitable 

techniques to construct 

products or to repair items. 

I can strengthen materials 

using suitable techniques. 

I can use scientific 

knowledge of the 

transference of forces to 

choose appropriate 

mechanisms for a product. 

I can build frameworks 

using a range of materials. 

I can cut materials with 

precision and refine the 

finish with appropriate 

tools. 

 

Cooking and Nutrition 

Design, make and evaluate a 

collection of cupcakes for a 

baking competition.  

 

I can select and use a range of 

utensils and use a range of 

techniques as appropriate to 

prepare ingredients 

hygienically. 

I can understand seasonality 

and know where and how a 

variety of ingredients are 

grown, reared, caught and 

processed.  

I can measure ingredients to 

the nearest gram and millilitre 

and calculate ratios of 

ingredients to scale up or down 

from a recipe.  

I can discuss basic food 

hygiene practices when 

handling food including the 

importance of following 

instructions to control risk. 

I can create packaging using 

CAD software (Computer 

Aided Design). 

Create a 2D pattern to create 

a 3D shape. 

Design: 
 

 

 Undertake research to inform design 

process. This may include surveys and 

interviews. 

 Create design briefs. 

 Complete step-by-step plans for their 

designs. 

 Use prototypes, cross-sectional 

diagrams, computer-aided design and 

exploded diagrams to represent designs. 

 Complete research into key events and 

individuals. 

Evaluate: 
 

 

 Consider the views of others when 

evaluating their own work. 

 Ensure products have a high-quality 

finish, using art skills where appropriate.  

 Justify their decisions about materials 

and methods of construction.  

 Make suggestions on how their 

design/product could be improved.  
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Geography 

At Overchurch Junior School, it is our intent to provide a Geography curriculum that 

is inclusive to all children. We seek to develop children’s curiosity and fascination 

about the world and its people. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National 

Curriculum by offering a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge of diverse people, places, resources 

and natural environments, alongside a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Through revisiting 

these areas, our pupils will gain a deeper understanding of the world and the 

importance of Geography in our curriculum.  The Geography curriculum at 

Overchurch Junior School will enable children to develop skills that are progressive 

and transferable to other curriculum areas and to life outside school. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

United Kingdom 

-I can locate the four 

countries of the UK. 

-I can compare and 

contrast the four 

countries of the UK.  

-I can identify where I 

live in the UK. 

-I can locate the UK's 

counties and cities. 

-I can identify the 

physical characteristics 

of the UK. 

-I can explain how human 

activities have affected 

the UK's landscape. 

-I can describe the sort 

of industries in which 

people in the UK work.  

-I can identify the 

different types of 

energy sources used in 

the UK. 

-I can evaluate the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of wind 

energy. 

Commonwealth Comparison 

-I can research the physical and 

human features of a country 

from the British Empire. 

-I can compare the similarities 

and differences of countries 

through the study of physical 

and human geography. 

-I can present my comparison 

project. 
 

Local Area Study 

-I can understand how 

my local area and my 

region fit into the 

wider world. 

-I can identify and 

locate the main 

features of my region. 

-I can understand how 

our region fits people’s 

needs. 

-I know how our region 

meets people’s needs. 

-I can take part in 

fieldwork. 

-I can create a needs 

map for the places I 

have visited. 
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History 

At Overchurch Junior School, we want all of our children to be passionate about 

History, to be curious about the past and keen to understand how and why events 

occurred. They will learn to question why people interpret the past in different ways. 

We believe that high-quality history lessons encourage skills of critical thinking. 

Sifting through evidence and weighing up people’s opinions and arguments, allows 

pupils to develop perspective and judgement. The children gain knowledge of 

Britain’s past, and our place in the world, which helps them to understand the 

challenges of our own time, as well as what shapes our future. They learn how 

people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. We explore how historical figures affect the course of 

events. We study ancient civilisations; looking at the achievements and mistakes 

made.  

Our History curriculum aims to excite and is full of topics that foster awe and wonder, 

as well as developing knowledge and skills included in the National Curriculum. We 

provide opportunities to use and apply skills from other areas of the curriculum, 

including English, Maths, Geography and ICT.  The History topics will help children 

to gain an understanding of the complexity of people’s lives and the process of 

change. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

British Empire 

I can understand the 

formation of the British 

Empire – why did the 

British create an Empire? 

I can describe the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade 

I can identify inspirational 

Figures from the British 

Empire – Kingdom Brunel, 

Nightingale & Wilberforce  

I can compare and contrast 

the Roman Empire with 

British Empire 

I can describe the 

inventions of the Victorians 

and their influence on the 

rest of the world 

I can understand the 

outcome of the British 

Empire – the commonwealth 

I can discuss “Was the 

British Empire something to 

be proud of”? 

I can understand what it 

means to be enslaved and 

the history of the Slave 

Trade 

I can understand how 

people became enslaved, 

the journey, the markets 

and the work 

I can understand the 

resistance and abolition 

(William Wilberforce) 

I can describe the links to 

Liverpool, remembering and 

links to Black Lives Matter 

 

World War 2 

I can summarise the main 

events of the war, 

explaining the order in 

which they happened 

I can understand Britain’s 

influence on world history 

and what Britain has learned 

from other countries. 

I can describe the impact of 

the Blitz on the local area 

including Wallasey 

I can identify and explain 

what propaganda is 

I can understand 

evacuation, the Blitz, 

rationing, the Battle of 

Britain 

I can describe the role of 

women in the war and of the 

soldiers of the 

Commonwealth. 

I can understand the 

Holocaust – highlighting ALL 

the people who suffered. 

 

Early Islamic Civilisation 

I can sequence events on 

a timeline 

I can understand how 

and why the Islamic 

Empire grew 

I can explain the 

importance of Baghdad 

in Early Islamic 

Civilisation  

I can explain the 

importance of the silk 

road  

I can explore what 

everyday life was like in 

Baghdad, including how 

and why education was 

important  

I can explain how 

Baghdad was a centre of 

learning  

I can explain how 

Baghdad fell 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

We aim to give Overchurch Junior School pupils the tools to participate more 

effectively and responsibly in a multicultural world. 

Why is learning a foreign language useful? 

When you can speak to people in their own language, you deepen connections and 

understanding. Creativity is increased with the study of a foreign language. It also 

enhances listening skills and memory. 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Autumn Summer 

My Home 

(Intermediate)  

The Classroom 

(Intermediate)  
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Music 

At Overchurch Junior School, all children gain a firm understanding of what music is 

through listening to and appreciating all types of music. Rehearsing and performing 

in solo and ensemble contexts, using voices and musical instruments, is also of 

equal importance. 

Children are encouraged to learn musical instruments outside of the classroom and 

there are various opportunities throughout the school year to perform to a variety of 

audiences, thus building confidence and improving ability. 

Music should be viewed as a subject that can enhance all children’s lives and allow 

for freedom of expression in a sometimes hectic and pressurised world. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Happy - Pharrell Williams 

Christmas songs 

I can listen and appraise 

songs of a similar style. 

I can use correct musical 

language to describe music, 

e.g. Duration, rhythm, 

dynamics, timbre, pitch, beat, 

tempo and texture.  

I can identify the style 

indicators of a piece (musical 

characteristics that give a 

piece its style). 

I can identify and move to 

the pulse of the music with 

ease.  

I can maintain a strong sense 

of pulse throughout a piece 

and recognise when you are 

going out of time. 

I can identify the structure 

of the piece/song e.g. 

introduction, verse, chorus, 

etc, and name instruments 

used in a piece/song. 

I can think about the 

message of a song or piece. 

I can compare two songs in 

the same style, talk about 

their similarities and 

differences.  

I can sing songs in an 

ensemble or group with 

accurate pitch.  

I can breathe and pronounce 

words well.  

I can perform with control 

and awareness of what 

others in the group are 

singing. 

I can have a greater 

understanding of melody, 

words and their importance 

and how to interpret a song 

musically. 

I can talk about music and 

how it makes me feel. 

I can listen carefully and 

respectfully to other people’s 

thoughts about music. 

You’ve got a Friend - 

Carole King 

I can listen with 

concentration to songs of a 

similar style and place music 

in its historical context. 

I can identify some of the 

style indicators of songs 

(musical characteristics 

that give the song its style). 

I can understand what a 

song’s lyrics are about. 

I can identify musical 

dimensions featured in 

songs, e.g. texture, 

dynamics, tempo, rhythm 

and pitch. 

I can identify the main 

sections of songs, e.g. 

introduction, verse, chorus, 

etc and name some of the 

instruments used. 

I can confidently identify 

and move to the pulse of a 

song. 

I can think about the 

message of a song or piece. 

I can compare two songs in 

the same style, talk about 

their similarities and 

differences.  

I can talk about music and 

how it makes you feel. 

I can listen carefully and 

respectfully to other 

people’s thoughts about 

music. 

I can copy back, listen and 

sing back rhythms that 

include syncopation and off 

beats. 

I can sing in unison and 

backing vocals, and be able 

to follow a leader. 

I can sing with an awareness 

of being in tune and of how 

your part fits into the 

group. 

Music and Me  (Inspirational 

women) 

Leavers’ Production 

I can listen and appraise music 

from 4 different inspirational 

female artists. 

I can talk about the music and 

connect to previous knowledge and 

understanding. 

I can find out about the artists 

and their work. - How they create 

music, how it has helped build their 

confidence and how music makes 

them feel. 

I can create my own music 

(melody) on the theme of Identity 

using up to 5 different notes and 

simple rhythms. 

I can create my own lyrics in the 

form of a song or rap.       

I can listen to and reflect as the 

composition develops and make 

musical decisions about how the 

melody connects with the song or 

rap. 

I can record compositions using 

graphic /pictorial notation 

(including ICT). 

 I can practise, rehearse and 

perform your piece in an 

interesting and engaging way with 

an awareness of the audience. 

I can reflect on my music’s 

strengths and weaknesses. ‘What 

went well’ and ‘It would have been 

even better if…’ 
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Physical Education 

When pupils leave Overchurch Junior School, we want them to be confident in their 

ability to fully engage in a wider range of opportunities and demonstrate resilience in 

the face of challenges, both in PE and Sport and other areas of the school. Our 

pupils will develop good social skills, including effective communication, through the 

tailored curriculum which supports them to have a positive attitude towards being 

active and encourages good decisions relating to leading a healthy active lifestyle. 

Our curriculum will be taught in a way that encourages pupils to develop a wide 

range of skills, physical and non-physical, that enable their long term engagement in 

physical activity. The curriculum will focus on skills instead of ‘sport’ to provide pupils 

with the ability to transfer skills across different activities, with particular focus on 

building upon prior learning. 

As a school we value the impact PE and Sport can have on other areas including 

removing a range of barriers to participation in school and the community, to ensure 

it is accessible for all. During their time at Overchurch, all pupils will be provided with 

a diverse range of competitions, events and opportunities within the community such 

as local clubs. Pupil premium pupils will be provided with increased opportunity to 

take part and access provision that meets their requirements. Whilst maintaining a 

focus on opportunities for all, the school will ensure there are clear pathways for the 

most able pupils to follow. 

For our pupils, the curriculum will have additional emphasis on RESPECT values 

and an awareness of health and fitness due to the recent pandemic and water safety 

due to the geographical location of our school. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

A1 

Creating & Closing 

Space Tag Rugby (AS) 
 

Health Related 

Fitness (class 

teacher) 
 

A2 

Sportshall Athletics 

(AS) 
 

Gymnastics (class 

teacher) 
 

 

S1 

Keeping Possession 

Basketball (AS) 
 

Dance Topic: WW2 (War - 

Edwin Starr) (class 

teacher) 
 

S2 

Linking Actions Cricket 

and Rounders (AS) 
 

Linking Actions Hockey 

(class teacher) 

S1 

Orienteering  (AS) 
 

Linking Actions Tennis (class 

teacher) 
 

S2 

Tactics & Strategies 

Football (AS) 
 

Tactics & Strategies 

Dodgeball (class teacher) 
 

 

‘Developing pupil’s personal qualities through PE can affect their attitudes towards 

school and learning. When PE and School sport provision is of the highest quality, all 

pupils will, to the best of their abilities, develop and demonstrate the following 

personal qualities: 

● A strong desire to learn & make progress; 

● High levels of attendance and involvement in PE and School sport; 

● High levels of commitment to PE and School sport; 

● Good levels of positive behaviour such as politeness, fair play and 

helpfulness; and 

● High levels of enjoyment and enthusiasm and a strong desire to get involved.’ 

(DCMS Learning through PE & Sport) 
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PSHE 

At Overchurch Junior school we are committed to enabling our pupils develop the 

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and 

prepared for life and work. PSHE education offers both explicit and implicit learning 

opportunities and experiences which reflect pupils’ increasing independence and 

physical and social awareness, PSHE education helps pupils to manage the physical 

and emotional changes at puberty, introduces them to a wider world and enables 

them to make an active contribution to their communities.  The needs and interests 

of all our pupils, irrespective of gender, culture, ability or aptitude, will be promoted 

through the inclusive and varied PSHE curriculum at our school. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

How can we keep healthy as 

we grow? 

Looking after ourselves; 

growing up; becoming 

independent; taking more 

responsibility 

 

I can understand how 

mental and physical 

health are linked  

I can understand how 

positive friendships and 

being involved in 

activities such as clubs 

and community groups 

support wellbeing   

I can understand how to 

make choices that 

support a healthy, 

balanced lifestyle 

including:  

» how to plan a healthy 

meal  

» how to stay physically 

active  

» how to maintain good 

dental health, including 

oral hygiene, food and 

drink choices  

» how to benefit from 

and stay safe in the sun  

» how and why to 

balance time spent 

online with other 

activities  

» how sleep contributes 

to a healthy lifestyle; 

the effects of poor 

sleep; strategies that 

support good quality 

sleep  

» how to manage the 

influence of friends and 

family on health choices  

I can understand that 

habits can be healthy or 

unhealthy; strategies to 

help change or break an 

unhealthy habit or take 

up a new healthy one  

•  how legal and illegal 

drugs (legal and illegal) 

LIVING IN THE WIDER 

WORLD  

How can the media influence 

people? 

Media literacy and digital 

resilience; influences and 

decision-making; online safety 

 

I can understand how the 

media, including online 

experiences, can affect 

people’s wellbeing – their 

thoughts, feelings and 

actions  

I can understand that not 

everything should be 

shared online or social 

media and that there are 

rules about this, including 

the distribution of images  

I can understand that 

mixed messages in the 

media exist (including about 

health, the news and 

different groups of people) 

and that these can 

influence opinions and 

decisions  

I understand how text and 

images can be manipulated 

or invented; strategies to 

recognise this  

I can evaluate how reliable 

different types of online 

content and media are, e.g. 

videos, blogs, news, reviews, 

adverts  

I can recognise unsafe or 

suspicious content online 

and what to do about it  

I can understand how 

information is ranked, 

selected, targeted to meet 

the interests of individuals 

and groups, and can be used 

to influence them  

I can understand how to 

make decisions about the 

content they view online or 

in the media and know if it 

is appropriate for their age 

range  

RELATIONSHIPS 

What will change as we become 

more independent? How do 

friendships change as we grow? 

Different relationships, changing 

and growing, adulthood, 

independence, moving to 

secondary school 

 

I can understand that people 

have different kinds of 

relationships in their lives, 

including romantic or intimate 

relationships  

I can understand that people 

who are attracted to and love 

each other can be of any 

gender, ethnicity or faith; the 

way couples care for one 

another 

I can understand that adults 

can choose to be part of a 

committed relationship or not, 

including marriage or civil 

partnership  

I can understand that 

marriage should be wanted 

equally by both people and that 

forcing someone to marry 

against their will is a crime  

I can understand how puberty 

relates to growing from 

childhood to adulthood  

I can understand the 

reproductive organs and 

process - how babies are 

conceived and born and how 

they need to be cared for  

I can understand that there 

are ways to prevent a baby 

being made²  

I can understand how growing 

up and becoming more 

independent comes with 

increased opportunities and 

responsibilities  

I can understand how 

friendships may change as 

they grow and how to manage 

this  

I can understand how to 

manage change, including 

moving to secondary school; 
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can affect health and 

how to manage 

situations involving 

them  

I can understand how to 

recognise early signs of 

physical or mental ill-

health and what to do 

about this, including 

whom to speak to in and 

outside school  

I can understand that 

health problems, 

including mental health 

problems, can build up if 

they are not recognised, 

managed, or if help is 

not sought early on  

I can understand that 

anyone can experience 

mental ill-health and to 

discuss concerns with a 

trusted adult  

I can understand that 

mental health 

difficulties can usually 

be resolved or managed 

with the right 

strategies and support 

 

RSE 

Christopher Winters Project 

Lesson 1: Puberty and 

Reproduction 

Lesson 2: Communication in 

Relationships 

Lesson 3: Families, 

Conception and Pregnancy 

Lesson 4: Online 

Relationships 

I can understand how to 

respond to and if 

necessary, report 

information viewed online 

which is upsetting, 

frightening or untrue  

I can understand to 

recognise the risks involved 

in gambling related 

activities, what might 

influence somebody to 

gamble and the impact it 

might have  

I can discuss and debate 

what influences people’s 

decisions, taking into 

consideration different 

viewpoints 

 

how to ask for support or 

where to seek further 

information and advice 

regarding growing up and 

changing 
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Relationship and Sexual Education 

At Overchurch Junior School we believe that Relationships Education / RSE 

education should always be taught as part of broader PSHE education so that pupils 

can develop the necessary skills, knowledge and personal attributes as part of a 

planned programme of regular lessons.  However, in order for our children to be 

equipped with the knowledge they require to understand changes that occur through 

their lives and relationships additional RSE lessons are required. RSE content at 

Overchurch Junior school specifically promotes our school ‘RESPECT’ values: 

resilience, empathy, self-awareness, positive, excellence, communication and team 

work. 
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Religious Education and World Views 

At Overchurch Junior School the teaching of RE is based on the Wirral Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education and Worldviews 2019.  It is our intent that our RE 

curriculum will enable pupils to gain a developing knowledge of the right of people to 

hold diverse beliefs and values, and help them develop positive attitudes of respect 

and tolerance towards other people. 

Our children will learn about principle religions and celebration of festivals from a 

variety of different faiths. They will be given opportunities to learn how people live out 

their traditions and beliefs with visits to places of worship within the community and 

visitors coming into school. 

We use RE to encourage our children to develop an appreciation of the world in 

which they live and to reflect upon their responsibility towards it.  RE also provides 

us with opportunities to enhance children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 
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Year 6 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Judaism Unit 

I can use the 

appropriate vocabulary  

I can understand that 

the Synagogue is a 

special place of worship 

for Jewish people and 

the significance of the 

Torah and the Ten 

Commandments. 

I can investigate Jewish 

artefacts and clothing 

and have knowledge of 

their symbolic meaning. 

I can understand that 

rituals in the home are a 

significant part of one’s 

culture. 
 

 Prophesy of the Magi 

Unit 

I can show a range of 

Bible referencing skills 

including use of index, 

contents.  

I can have a knowledge 

and understanding of the 

Christmas Story.  

I can show development 

of knowledge of 

characters and empathy 

with characters 

 

Christian Faith In Action 

Unit 

 I can have knowledge of 

relevant characters and 

show understanding of when 

they lived and the 

significance of the events 

they encountered. 

I can identify some ways in 

which believers express 

their beliefs in God.  

I can reflect on how 

Christians can put their 

“faith into action”. 

I can describe the 

fundamental Christian belief 

in God and Jesus and 

demonstrate an awareness 

of how these affect the 

lives of Christians. 

I can show an awareness of 

how Christian faith can 

affect people’s lives and 

work and the lives of 

others.  

I can state what some of 

their own beliefs are and 

how these affect their 

behaviour. Relate ways in 

which they can be involved 

in caring and helping others 

in need.  

I can understand what 

prayer is and why people 

pray. Understand that 

prayer is an important part 

of different religions. 

Write your own reflections/ 

poems/prayers and be able 

to sit quietly to reflect. 
 

Memories Unit 

I can show a development in 

religious vocabulary, awareness of 

the fact that there are some 

questions which are very difficult 

to answer, importance of the 

spiritual dimension of life, 

importance of the religious 

dimension of life for many, 

knowledge of the significance of 

the life of Jesus and that this 

influence continues today through 

The Bible and Christians. 
 

Humanism  

I can understand how do Humanists 

decide what to believe? 

I can understand humanists’ views 

on happiness. 

I can recount how humanist 

celebrations can inform us of the 

things humanists do value. 

I can understand humanist naming 

ceremonies. 

I can appreciate that people often 

express their feelings and beliefs 

through creative forms such as art, 

music, stories and drama. 

I can understand how humanists 

believe happiness is a worthwhile 

goal. 
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Year 6 Team 

 
Miss E Nickson 
Mr M Byrne 
Mr L Isaacs 
Mrs C O’Sullivan 
Mrs C Newton 
Mrs S Elwill 
Mrs S Isaacs 
Miss A Luders 
Miss B Davis 
 

 
Head of Year 
Curriculum Lead 
Class Teacher 
Academic Mentor 
HLTA 
Deputy Headteacher/ Head of Upper Key Stage Two 
SENDCo 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 

Homework 

It is very useful if pupils plan what time each evening they are going to sit down to 

complete their homework. These may be different times on different days due to 

other commitments. It is easier for pupils to focus on their homework if the house is 

relatively quiet during this designated homework time.  

 

The homework expectation for Year 6 is as follows: 

- reading four times per week to an adult 

- practising the spelling list eight times a week on paper or via Spelling 

Shed 

- 40 minutes of learning on Maths Whizz 

 

Useful Tips: 

● Check SeeSaw regularly for homework updates/ projects. 

● Establish a regular homework routine. 

● Keep your child’s login details somewhere safe. 

● Praise your child’s work and efforts. 

 

 

Please contact your child’s Class Teacher if you have any questions. 


