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Introduction 

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of this booklet is to give you information about the opportunities on offer 

to our Year 5 pupils. We hope that you will be able to use this information to support 

your child throughout their time at Overchurch Junior School to make good progress, 

whilst enjoying school life. If you have a detailed understanding of your child’s school 

programme, you will be able to encourage and support them to the best of their 

ability. 

As a school, we are invested in developing cultural capital and plan to 

develop cultural experiences and background knowledge that will equip your child 

with knowledge to propel them further in their education, careers and social 

development.  

Please use our Twitter, ParentApp and website to find out about what is happening 

in school. For example, there will be reports of recent events and trips involving 

pupils, feel free to discuss these events with your child to give them a sense of the 

opportunities that will come their way as they progress up the school. 

Throughout the last academic year, Overchurch Junior School has revitalised and 

reinvigorated its curriculum, providing new and exciting learning opportunities for all 

pupils.  

We hope that you enjoy reading this booklet as it demonstrates the hard work and 

ambitions that we have as a Junior School. If you have any feedback or suggestions 

for improvement then please feel free to pass them to the School Office. 

 

 

Mr M Byrne 

Curriculum Leader 

 

Mrs J McGettrick 

Chair of Governors 
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Our Mission 

 

Respect, Believe, Achieve 

 

Vision 

 

Our school is a family where everyone works together and every child is encouraged 

to realise their potential. 

We believe that children should love and respect each other and the world around 

them. 

Children who leave Overchurch Junior School will be confident, considerate, 

independent learners with a thirst for knowledge and a passion for life-long learning. 

 

Values 

 

At Overchurch Junior School, we have developed 7 principles of learning that run 

throughout our curriculum: 

Resilience – determined; self-controlled; persistent; courageous; diligent 

Empathy – fair; compassionate; kind; courteous; unselfish 

Self – Awareness – self-confident; self-disciplined; honest; humorous; adaptable 

Positivity – motivates; optimistic; inspirational 

Excellence – creative; curious; inspiring; proud; critical thinker 

Communication – listens; influences; reflects; evaluates 

Teamwork – cooperative; responsible; caring; makes decisions; helpful; patient 
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Our Pledge 

We want all our children to be confident, happy, inquisitive learners, who are 

exposed to a range of experiences and activities linked to our British Values. To 

ensure this we have written 14 pledges to ensure all children have access to an all-

embracing range of learning experiences. 

Our Pledge to the children whilst they attend our school. We will: 

 Celebrate collective worship weekly 

 

 Visit our Parish Church of St Mary’s 

 

 Visit an art gallery 

 

 Visit the local library 

 

 Visit an historical place  

 

 Visit an outdoor learning environment 

 

 Experience and use modern technology 

 

 Meet a person / people who can widen your understanding of the world 

 

 Perform to an audience 

 

 Contribute to charity work 

 

 Attend a live concert / performance 

 

 Experience different cultures and festivals from around the world  

 

 Visit a local place of interest 

 

 Meet children from other local schools 

 

 

Our curriculum is rich, broad and balanced 
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Curriculum Overview 

Curriculum Intent 

At the heart of the Overchurch Junior School curriculum, we want our children to be 

confident, considerate learners. Our outstanding curriculum, which is built around 

knowledge and skills, is designed to go beyond the academic and break down 

barriers. Through our new approach, where we block-teach subjects, we build on 

what has been taught before and towards agreed end points, showcasing children’s 

achievements.  The curriculum is carefully designed, planned and sequenced to 

meet the need of our pupils. The development of literacy skills, particularly reading is 

fundamental to our curriculum. The key characteristics of RESPECT run throughout 

our curriculum. 

In planning the curriculum, we asked ourselves how can we empower our children to 

be the best versions of themselves. 

In Year 5, we want to offer a curriculum that ensures that our pupils fulfil the 

aspirations expressed in our Curriculum Intent. We will do this by offering a broad 

and balanced range of subjects that include:  

● Art and Design 

● Computing 

● Design and Technology 

● English 

● Geography 

● History 

● Mathematics 

● Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) 

● Music 

● Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

● Physical Education 

● Relationship and Sexual Education 

● Religious Education and World Views 

● Science
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Year 5 Curriculum Overview 
 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Art & 
Design  

Marc Chagall: Drawing Henry Moore: 3D South America: Printmaking 

Computing  Computing 
Networks: 
Sharing 

Information 

Creating 
Media: Vector 

Drawing 

Creating Media: 
Video Editing 

Flat-File 
Databases 

Selection in 
Physical 

Computing 

Selection 
in Quizzes 

Design & 
Technology 

Playground Shelters Bags Robots 

Geography Mountains Volcanoes and Earthquakes European Regions 

History Britain’s Settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 

Vikings Monarchs 

MFL Do you have a pet? 
 

What is the date? 

Music  Livin’ on a Prayer Liverpool Philharmonic Scheme Classroom Jazz 1 - The 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air 

PE (core) Health Related 
Fitness 

Creating and 
Closing 
Space 

Gymnastics Tactics & 
Strategies 

Dance Tennis 

PE (PPA) Creating & 
Closing Space 

Sportshall 
Athletics 

Creating & 
Closing Space 

Linking Actions Athletics Linking 
Actions 

PSHE  

What makes up a person’s 
identity? 

How can we help 
in an accident or 
an emergency? 

How can friends 
communicate 

safely? 

What decisions 
can people 
make with 
money? 

What jobs 
would we 

like? 

RE & World 
Views 

Islam Christmas in 
Art 

Christianity The Natural World 

RSE Puberty 

Science Habitats: The 
circle of life 

Humans: 
Growing up 
and growing 

old 

Materials Gravity Earth and 
beyond 

 

Please follow us on Twitter so that you can keep up to date with your child’s 

education. 

@OJS_Year5     @Overchurch_Jnrs 
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Weekly Subject Overview 

Autumn Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

05/09/22 Computing 

12/09/22 Art 

19/09/22 Spanish 

26/09/22 Science 

03/10/22 History 

10/10/22 Geography 

17/10/22 RSE 

Half-Term 

31/10/22 Science 

07/11/22 DT 

14/11/22 Geography 

21/11/22 Computing 

28/11/22 Science 

05/12/22 History 

12/12/22 R.E. 

19/12/22 RE & Computing Curriculum Days 
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Spring Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

02/01/23 (Two days) R.E. 

09/01/23 Art 

16/01/23 Science 

23/01/23 History 

30/01/23 Computing 

06/02/23 Mental Health Week 

13/02/23 Geography 

Half-Term 

27/02/23 DT 

06/03/23 Science 

13/03/23 History 

20/03/23 Computing 

27/03/23 Geography 
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Summer Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

17/04/23 History  

24/04/23 Science 

01/05/23 RE (Four days) 

08/05/23 Spanish 

15/05/23 Geography  

22/05/23 RE (Four days) 

Half-Term 

05/06/23 Computing 

12/06/23 Art 

19/06/23 History 

26/06/23 Science 

03/07/23 DT 

10/07/23 Science 

17/07/23 (Three days) Geography 

 

 

 

Each week, the year group will focus on a different subject which includes taking part 

in projects, conducting experiments and taking part in educational experiences which 

help to develop cultural capital. This helps to give the children a more in-depth 

knowledge of the subject as well as a greater interest whilst avoiding the dangers of 

cognitive overload.  

During PPA, children will be taught PE, Music and PSHE on a rotational timetable. 

This will be taught by Mrs L Gallagher, Mr A Sheehan and Miss C Buckley.  

Children will also receive one additional PE lesson every week from their class 

teacher. 

PPA 
PE 
PSHE 

Planning, Preparation and Assessment Time 
Physical Education 
Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education  
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English 

English sits at the heart of our curriculum at Overchurch Junior School – it is through 

language, story and text that children learn to form concepts, connect ideas and 

express themselves. Through literacy, in all its forms, children learn to both make 

sense of the world and shape their place within it. 

Our aim is to promote a life-long love of language and communication by learning 

literacy skills through the use of quality children’s texts and books that will interest, 

inspire and excite our pupils. 

Therefore, in order to ensure we maintain high standards in learning and progress, it 

is essential that teaching and learning in this subject is consistent. 

Shared Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School we are committed to providing all of our pupils with the 

skills necessary to become lifelong readers. Through careful planning, targeted 

intervention and plentiful opportunities for Reading for Pleasure, our pupils develop a 

love for reading that provides them with limitless opportunities in the wider world. 

Overchurch Junior School uses the Literacy Counts Steps to Read programme for 

the daily teaching of reading. The primary aim of the Steps to Read programme is to 

teach reading comprehension skills and strategies explicitly. 

Steps to Read: 

● Is sequenced, coherent and progressive 

● Uses language-rich texts for vocabulary teaching 

● Includes all elements of comprehension, taught sequentially across an 

academic year 

● Has a clear focus on skills and strategies needed to be a proficient and 

confident readers 

● Uses engaging texts to promote a life-long love of reading 

● Includes poetry, non-fiction and fiction that enhances knowledge learning 

across the curriculum 

In addition, pupils have opportunities throughout the week to read for pleasure, 

whether this be within the classroom, in the school library or even snuggled up next 

to Tilly our school dog. Each day, the adults in school enjoy reading aloud to the 

children from quality texts within our Reading Spine. 

Reading practise is supported by our Reading Planet Reading Scheme from Rising 

Stars. Matched to our synthetic phonics programme, these high-quality texts are 

used for home reading by all pupils until they reach a reading age of approximately 8 

years 6 months. Once pupils become confident and fluent in their reading, they 

become free-readers and choose books from our class libraries and school library 

that match both their Accelerated Reader Book Level and their interests. 

Using Accelerated Reader, our pupils have a clear understanding of their Book Level 

and select books suited to their reading ability. Furthermore, pupils are able to 

develop their comprehension skills through end of book quizzes. These scores are 

closely monitored by staff and support is implemented where necessary. 
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Support for Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School, we are mindful of the fact that every pupil is unique 

and ensure that targeted intervention is available. We use Rocket Phonics as our 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme. Using this high-quality DfE validated 

programme, pupils attend small group or 1:1 sessions aimed to close gaps in their 

phonetic knowledge. 

Our school reading scheme matches our phonics programme and our pupils select 

books from our Reading Planet scheme to read both at school. 

Pupils within our Lowest 20% of readers read with an adult or reading buddy at least 

three times a week. This provides additional opportunities for practise and to foster a 

love for reading. Furthermore, all Pupil Premium children read with an adult at least 

twice a week. 

Writing 

At Overchurch Junior School, we teach writing through the use of high-quality 

English texts. 100% of these texts are taken from the accredited Literacy Counts 

texts. We teach writing throughout the curriculum and expect high standards of 

SPaG across all subjects rather than just in English books. 

Support for Writing 

Additional short-focussed interventions are provided for pupils who are making 

slower than expected progress. These sessions are tailored to the needs of the 

pupils and closely monitored to ensure accelerated progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 
 

 
AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

 
 
 

English 

Vehicle 

Text and 

Writing 

Outcome 

 

 
Greta and the 
Giants by Zoe 
Tucker 
 
 
 
 
 
Restorative 
Narrative 
 
Non 
Chronological  
 
Report 

 
 
 

 
FArTHER 
by 
Grahame 
Baker-
Smith 
 
 

 
Setting 
Narrative 
 
Letter 
 

 
The Hound 
of the 
Baskervilles 
by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle 
 
 
 
Cliff Hanger 
Narrative 
 
Formal Event 
Report 

 
The 
Promise by 
Nicola 
Davies 
 
 
 
 
Character 
Narrative 
 
Newspaper 
Report 

 
Where Once 
We Stood by 
Christopher 
Riley & 
Martin Impey 
 
 
 
Exploration 
Narrative 
 
Formal 
Report 

 
The Lost 
Book of 
Adventure 
from the 
Notebooks of 
the Unknown 
Adventurer 

 
 
Survival 
Narrative 
 
Survival 
Guide 

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shared 
Reading 
Books 

UNIT A  
 
The Infinite 
Lives of Maisie 
Day by 
Christopher 
Edge 
 
A Poem for 
Every Night of 
the Year-Edited 
by Allie Esiri 
 
DK Eyewitness 
Planets 
 
Non-Fiction 
Articles 
 
The War of the 
Worlds by H.G. 
Wells 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT B- 
 
The Storm Keeper’s 
Island by Catherine 
Doyle 
 
The Nowhere 
Emporium by Ross 
McKenzie 
 
Sky Song by Abi 
Elphinstone 
 
Wonderland:Alice in 
Poetry, edited by 
Michaela Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIT C- 
 
Victorians DK 
Eyewitness 
 
How They 
Made Things 
Work! In the 
Age of Industry 
by Richard 
Platt 
 
Victorian 
Poetry- Brick-
yeard Boy & 
Song of the 
Shirt 
 
Street Child by 
Berlie Doherty 
 
A Christmas 
Carol by 
Charles 
Dickens 
 
 
 
 

UNIT D 
 
Between 
Worlds: 
Folktales of 
Britain and 
Ireland by Kevin 
Cossley-Holland 
 
Outlaw by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
How the Whale 
Became and 
Other Stories by 
Ted Hughes 
 
The 
Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes 

 
The Lady of 
Shalott by Alfred 
Lord Tennyson 
 
 

UNIT E 
 
North America 
(Mathalon 
Maps)by 
Joanne 
Randolph 
 
My Side of the 
Mountain by 
Jean 
Craighead 
George 
 
DK Eyewitness 
Amazon by 
Tom Jackson 
 
My Name is 
River by Emma 
Rea 
 
Poetry by Jane 
Goulbourne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNIT F 
 
Journey to 
Jo’burg by 
Beverley 
Naidoo 
 
KICK by Mitch 
Johnson 
 
Oranges in No 
Man’s Land by 
Elizabeth Laird 
 
Wicked World 
by Benjamin 
Zephaniah 
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Maths 

At Overchurch Junior School, we believe every child can master an understanding 

and love of Maths. A combination of quality first teaching and the Maths No Problem 

scheme of work, based on The Singapore Maths teaching model, provides our pupils 

with an excellent maths curriculum. We also teach arithmetic as a discrete lesson 

each day to ensure numerical fluency. 

We foster a ‘can do ‘approach that is inclusive, we believe that with the right support, 

maths mastery is available to all. 

 

The daily maths lessons build on prior learning, systematically varying the apparatus 

and methods used to solve problems, this enables children to craft powerful 

connections between concrete, pictorial and abstract. The use of varied techniques 

such as bar modelling, number bonds and mental strategies help to promote 

numerical fluency. The lessons build a deep and sustainable understanding of 

maths. Maths No Problem also provides an online assessment tool that allows the 

teachers to identify gaps in knowledge, allowing intervention at an early stage. 

 

Year 5 

 
Chapter 1 - Numbers to 1,000,000 
 
Chapter 2 – Whole Numbers: Addition and 
Subtraction  
 
Chapter 3 – Whole – Numbers: 
Multiplication and Division 
 
Chapter 4 – Whole Numbers: Word 
Problems 
 
Chapter 5 - Graphs 
 
Chapter 6 - Fractions 
 
 

 
Chapter 7 - Decimals 
 
Chapter 8 - Percentage 
 
Chapter 9 - Geometry 
 
Chapter 10 - Position and Movement 
 
Chapter 11 - Measurements 
 
Chapter 12 - Area and Perimeter 
 
Chapter 13 - Volume 
 
Chapter 14 - Roman Numerals 

 

https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-01
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-03
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-03
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-05
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-06
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-07
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-08
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-09
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-10
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-11
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-12
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-13
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-5b/chapter-14
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Science 

At Overchurch Junior school, it is our intent to provide a science curriculum that is 

inclusive to all our students.  Science is about children developing a sense of enquiry 

and extending their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. It 

includes knowledge about living things, materials, energy and the solar system. 

Science is concerned with investigation and children using their investigations and 

knowledge to understand how the world is constructed. Throughout the school, the 

children will be developing scientific skills that will lead to their work in planning and 

undertaking scientific investigations, as scientists. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Habitats: Circle of 
life 
I can describe the 
differences in the 
life cycles of a 
mammal, an 
amphibian, an 
insect and a bird. 
I can describe the 
life processes of 
reproduction in 
some plants and 
animals. 
 
Humans: Growing 
up and growing 
old 
 
I can describe the 
changes as humans 
develop to old age. 
 

Materials 
I can compare and group 
together everyday material on 
the basis of their properties, 
including their hardness, 
solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and 
thermal), and response to 
magnets. 
I can understand that some 
materials will dissolve in liquid to 
form a solution, and describe 
how to recover a substance from 
a solution. 
I can use knowledge of solids, 
liquids and gases to decide how 
mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, 
sieving and evaporating. 
I can give reasons based on 
evidence from comparative and 
fair tests, for the particular uses 
of everyday materials, including 
metals, wood and plastic. 
I can demonstrate that 
dissolving, mixing and change of 
state are reversible changes. 
I can explain that some changes 
result in the formation of new 
materials, and that this kind of 
change is not usually reversible, 
including changes associated 
with burning and the action of 
acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

Gravity: Earth and 
Beyond 
I can describe the 
movement of the Earth, 
and other planets, 
relative to the sun in the 
solar system. 
I can describe the 
movement of the Moon 
relative to the Earth. 
I can describe the Sun, 
Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical 
bodies. 
I can use the idea of the 
Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night 
and the apparent 
movement of the sun 
across the sky. 
I can explain that 
unsupported objects fall 
towards the earth 
because of the gravity 
acting between the Earth 
and the falling object. 
I can identify the effects 
of air resistance, water 
resistance and friction 
that act between moving 
surfaces. 
I can recognise that 
some mechanisms, 
including levers, pulleys 
and gears, allow a 
smaller force to have a 
greater effect. 
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Art and Design 

At Overchurch Junior School we recognise that Art and Design stimulates creativity 

and imagination, as well as promoting social and wider life skills. It provides visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding, responding to 

and communicating with the world. It enables children of all abilities to communicate 

what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form and pattern, as 

well as different materials and processes. 

We encourage children to explore ideas and meanings through the work and lives of 

a range of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of 

art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different 

times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our 

lives. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and architects: 
 
 

 Yaka Shonibare  
 Georges Seurat 
 Piet Modrian  
 Edvard Munch 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

 Joan Miro 
 Yayoi Kusuma  
 Jan Kaplicky 
 Michael Angelo 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

 Charles Ronnie 
Mackintosh 

 Paul Cezanne  
 Mary Casset 
 Henri Rousseau  

 

Drawing: Marc Chagall 
 I can analyse and 

discuss the main 
themes of the work 
of Marc Chagall and 
his choice of media 

 I can explore the 
use of different 
mediums including 
chalk pastel and 
charcoal  

 I can interpret the 
texture of a surface  

 I can discuss the 
effect of light on 
objects and people 
from different 
directions  

 I can use the styles 
and themes of 
Chagall’s work to 
inspire my own work 

 I can plan and 
complete a piece of 
artwork inspired by 
the work of Marc 
Chagall  

3D: Henry Moore 
 I can understand 

how Henry Moore 
used found objects 
to inspire his work 

 I can create shapes 
manipulating a 
variety of materials  

 I can create a 
sculpture based on 
a ‘found’ object 

Printmaking: South 
America 

 I can explore 
additive and 
subtractive 
printmaking 
methods 

 I can explore the 
relief printmaking 
method 

 I can explore the 
collagraph 
printmaking 
method 

 I can apply a 
range of 
printmaking 
methods  
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Computing 

The Computing Curriculum at Overchurch Junior School is based on application. The 
curriculum is structured in units and taught in blocks coherently. In computing, we 
use devices to create, store and manipulate data.  

 
Our high quality computing curriculum has been planned to enable children to 
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. Children will learn to 
analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of 
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. The curriculum offers 
opportunities for children to learn to evaluate and apply information technology, 
including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 
At Overchurch Junior School children are taught to be responsible, competent, 
confident and creative users of information and communication technology. 
 
Children learn to be digitally literate-able to use, express themselves and develop 
their ideas through information and communication technology-at a level suitable for 
the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

 
Children use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly in line with our 
RESPECT values.  
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Autumn Spring Summer 

COMPUTING 
NETWORKS 
SHARING 
INFORMATION 

 
 
I can identify 
and explore 
how information 
is shared 
between digital 
systems. 
 

CREATING 
MEDIA 
VECTOR 
DRAWING 

 

I can create 
images in a 
drawing program 
by using layers 
and groups of 
objects. 
Course E 
Studiocode.org 
 
 
 
 
 

CREATING MEDIA 
VIDEO EDITING 

 
 
 
 
I can plan, capture 
and edit video to 
produce a short 
film. 
 
 
 

FLAT_FILE 
DATABASES 

 

 
I can use a database 
to order data and 
create charts to 
answer questions 
 

SELECTION IN 
PHYSICAL 
COMPUTING 

 
 
I can explore 
conditions and 
selection using 
a programmable 
microcontroller 

SELECTION IN 
QUIZZES 

 

 
I can 
explore selections in 
programming to 
design and code an 
interactive quiz. 
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Design and Technology 

At Overchurch Junior School, our Design and Technology curriculum encourages 

children to work individually and as part of a team to creatively and innovatively solve 

problems.  Through our Design and Technology curriculum we want children to be 

inspired by and become designers, chefs, architects, engineers and artists as they 

develop their skills and enable them to create and evaluate a range of structures, 

using a range of materials, for a range of purposes. We aim to, wherever possible, 

link work to other disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, History, English and 

Geography, ensuring that children make real life links. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Structures and Textiles 

Design, make and evaluate a 

playground shelter for the 

whole school to enjoy and 

use.  
 

I can investigate and evaluate 

a range of existing frame 

structures. 

I can competently select from 

and use appropriate tools to 

accurately measure, mark out, 

cut, shape and join 

construction materials to 

make frameworks. 

I can ensure their products 

are stable and secure by 

carefully selecting joining 

techniques.  

I can use finishing and 

decorative techniques 

suitable for the product they 

are designing and making. 

I can strengthen frames by 

using diagonal struts. 

Science- Materials 

Structures and 

Textiles 

Design, make and 

evaluate a bag for a 

specific person and 

purpose. 
 

I can use a range of 

materials and joining 

techniques based on 

their suitability and 

aesthetic qualities. 

I can demonstrate a 

variety of fastening and 

joining techniques to 

join fabrics for 

different purposes. 

I can cut materials with 

precision and refine the 

finish with appropriate 

tools (textiles). 

I can create a textiles 

product pattern using 

CAD software 

(Computer Aided 

Design). 

I can use finishing and 

decorative techniques 

suitable for the 

product they are 

designing and making. 

Electrical systems 

Design, make and 

evaluate a robot that 

can be controlled by a 

computer programme for 

a specific purpose. 
 

I can understand and use 

electrical systems in their 

products including, 

switches, buzzers and 

motors.  

I can understand and 

create a simple circuit to 

use in their designs. 

I can apply my 

understanding of 

computing to program, 

monitor, and control my 

products. 

I can join materials using 

appropriate methods. 

I can create a 2D pattern 

to create a 3D shape. 

I can use finishing and 

decorative techniques 

suitable for their product. 

Design: 

 Undertake research to inform design 

process. This may include surveys and 

interviews. 

 Create design briefs 

 Use prototypes, cross-sectional 

diagrams, computer-aided design and 

exploded diagrams to represent 

designs. 

 Complete research into key events and 

individuals. 

Evaluate: 

 Consider the views of others when 

evaluating their own work. 

 Ensure products have a high-quality 

finish, using art skills where 

appropriate.  

 Justify their decisions about 

materials and methods of 

construction.  

 Make suggestions on how their 

design/product could be improved.  
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Geography 

At Overchurch Junior School, it is our intent to provide a Geography curriculum that 

is inclusive to all children. We seek to develop children’s curiosity and fascination 

about the world and its people. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National 

Curriculum by offering a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge of diverse people, places, resources 

and natural environments, alongside a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Through revisiting 

these areas, our pupils will gain a deeper understanding of the world and the 

importance of Geography in our curriculum.  The Geography curriculum at 

Overchurch Junior School will enable children to develop skills that are progressive 

and transferable to other curriculum areas and to life outside school. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Mountains 
-I can describe what a 
mountain is and locate 
the world’s ‘Seven 
Summits’ on a map. 
-I can describe the key 
features of mountains 
and how they are 
formed.  
-I can describe the 
climate of mountains and 
explore mountain life. 
-I can explore and locate 
the UK’s highest 
mountains. 
-I can recognise the 
importance of the 
Himalayas for people 
living in the region. 
-I can share my 
knowledge about a world 
famous mountain or 
mountainous region. 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes 
-I can label the structure of the 
Earth. 
-I can describe what happens at 
the boundaries between the 
Earth's plates and label a map 
of the plates. 
-I can identify the key features 
of a volcano. 
-I can locate where famous 
earthquakes have occurred. 
-I can identify key facts about 
famous earthquakes. 
-I can locate a range of famous 
volcanoes. 
-I can use online resources 
(including maps) to find out key 
facts about a volcano, including 
when it last erupted. 
-I can identify the effects of 
earthquakes on land. 
-I can identify the effects of 
earthquakes on people. 
-I know what to do in the event 
of an earthquake. 
-I can evaluate the advantages 
and disadvantages of living 
near a volcano. 

European Region 
-I can find Europe on a map 
and discover information 
about some of its main 
countries. 
-I can explain why tourists 
visit the Mediterranean. 
-I can explain some of the 
reasons why people 
migrate from Syria to 
Greece. 
-I can describe contrasting 
aspects of the landscape of 
Greece. 
-I can create an itinerary for 
a day visit to Athens. 
-I can compare daily life for 
a child in Athens with my 
own. 
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History 

At Overchurch Junior School, we want all of our children to be passionate about 

History, to be curious about the past and keen to understand how and why events 

occurred. They will learn to question why people interpret the past in different ways. 

We believe that high-quality history lessons encourage skills of critical thinking. 

Sifting through evidence and weighing up people’s opinions and arguments, allows 

pupils to develop perspective and judgement. The children gain knowledge of 

Britain’s past, and our place in the world, which helps them to understand the 

challenges of our own time, as well as what shapes our future. They learn how 

people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. We explore how historical figures affect the course of 

events. We study ancient civilisations; looking at the achievements and mistakes 

made.  

Our History curriculum aims to excite and is full of topics that foster awe and wonder, 

as well as developing knowledge and skills included in the National Curriculum. We 

provide opportunities to use and apply skills from other areas of the curriculum, 

including English, Maths, Geography and ICT.  The History topics will help children 

to gain an understanding of the complexity of people’s lives and the process of 

change. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Britain’s settlements by Anglo-

Saxons and Scots 

I can understand a timeline of key 

events, use of dates and historical 

language of time as well as 

mathematical skills 

I can describe the reasons for 

invasion and the seven Kingdoms 

I can understand the key 

characters including Vortigan, 

Hengest and Horsa and their battle 

to keep the Scots and Picts out. 

Debate why Vortigan felt he needed 

help protecting Britain 

I can understand settlements and 

place names, what they mean and 

how many remain in the local area 

I can understand the hierarchy of 

society: king, ceorl, thanes and 

slaves 

I can understand crime and 

Punishment: Weregild, trial by 

ordeal and the beginning of the 

justice system 

I can understand the story of 

Beowulf  

I can describe the comparisons with 

Roman Britain 

 

Vikings 

I can investigate artefacts and 

how they have informed us 

about the past  

I can describe raids and 

invasion: why and where? 

I can understand long ships and 

their importance for raiding, 

trade and exploration Learn 

about the goods traded by the 

Vikings and the extent of their 

trading network across Europe 

and beyond 

I can describe beliefs and Gods 

such as Odin, Thor, Loki and 

Frey and their belief in Valhalla  

I can understand Viking Place 

names, the connection to Wirral 

I can understand the 

introduction of Danegeld by 

King Ethelred to pay off the 

Danes when they attacked 

I can describe who Alfred The 

Great, the Anglo-Saxon King of 

Wessex, was and his fight 

against the Vikings and eventual 

peace making so they could live 

alongside each other.  
 

Monarchs 

I understand the death of 

Edward the Confessor up to 

coronation of William 

Sequencing events of 1066 

I can compare information 

from different historical 

sources e.g. events of the 

Battle of Hastings as 

depicted in Bayeux Tapestry 

compared to other sources. 

A recount of the Battle of 

Hastings 

I can describe what it means 

to be a monarch 

I can understand the 

timeline of British monarchs 

over the last 1000 years 

I can describe the Tudors – 

symbolism in portraits of 

Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, 

Henry’s wives – changes to 

the church, treatment of 

women. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

We aim to give Overchurch Junior School pupils the tools to participate more 

effectively and responsibly in a multicultural world. 

Why is learning a foreign language useful? 

When you can speak to people in their own language, you deepen connections and 

understanding. Creativity is increased with the study of a foreign language. It also 

enhances listening skills and memory. 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Autumn Summer 

 

Do you have a pet? 

(Intermediate)  
 

 

What is the date? 

(Intermediate)  
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Music 

At Overchurch Junior School, all children gain a firm understanding of what music is 

through listening to and appreciating all types of music. Rehearsing and performing 

in solo and ensemble contexts, using voices and musical instruments, is also of 

equal importance. 

Children are encouraged to learn musical instruments outside of the classroom and 

there are various opportunities throughout the school year to perform to a variety of 

audiences, thus building confidence and improving ability. 

Music should be viewed as a subject that can enhance all children’s lives and allow 

for freedom of expression in a sometimes hectic and pressurised world. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Livin’ on a Prayer 
I can listen with 
concentration to a variety 
of music from different 
styles, traditions and times. 
I can find and internalise 
the pulse of a piece using 
movement. 
I can use correct musical 
language to describe 
music, e.g. duration, 
rhythm, dynamics, timbre, 
pitch, beat, tempo and 
texture.  
I can find and internalise 
the pulse confidently.  
I can maintain a strong 
sense of pulse throughout 
a piece and recognise 
when you are going out of 
time. 
I can sing songs with 
accurate pitch.  
I can breathe and 
pronounce words well. 
I can sing together in an 
ensemble or group. 
Perform in a round. 
I can perform with control 
and awareness of what 
others in the group are 
singing. 
I can have a greater 
understanding of melody, 
words and their importance 
and how to interpret a 
song musically. 
I can talk about music and 
how it makes you feel. 
I can listen carefully and 
respectfully to other 
people’s thoughts about 
music. 

Liverpool Philharmonic 
Scheme 
I can listen with 
concentration and use 
imagination. 
I can respond to and 
become familiar with the 
music to be performed at 
the Liverpool 
Philharmonic Concert. 
I can begin to develop 
an awareness of music 
within a historical 
timeline. 
 

Classroom Jazz 1 
The Fresh Prince of Bel Air. 
I can explore and create music 
using classroom percussion, 
tuned and untuned, to play 
melodies, tunes and 
accompaniments. 
I can play and perform in solo 
and ensemble contexts, with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression and 
maintain an appropriate pulse.  
I can join in and stop as 
appropriate. 
I can follow a conductor. 
I can perform with control and 
awareness of what others in the 
group are playing. 
I can learn to treat instruments 
with respect and use correct 
techniques to play them. 
I can select and learn an 
instrumental part with sufficient 
challenge. 
I can improvise initially using 1 
note, leading to 2 and finally 3 
notes.  
I can compose simple melodies 
using up to 5 notes and simple 
rhythms. 
I can listen to and reflect upon 
your composition.    
I can record compositions using 
graphic/pictorial notation ( 
including ICT). 
I can practise, rehearse and 
perform with an awareness of 
the audience. 
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Physical Education 

When pupils leave Overchurch Junior School, we want them to be confident in their 

ability to fully engage in a wider range of opportunities and demonstrate resilience in 

the face of challenges, both in PE and Sport and other areas of the school. Our 

pupils will develop good social skills, including effective communication, through the 

tailored curriculum which supports them to have a positive attitude towards being 

active and encourages good decisions relating to leading a healthy active lifestyle. 

Our curriculum will be taught in a way that encourages pupils to develop a wide 

range of skills, physical and non-physical, that enable their long term engagement in 

physical activity. The curriculum will focus on skills instead of ‘sport’ to provide pupils 

with the ability to transfer skills across different activities, with particular focus on 

building upon prior learning. 

As a school we value the impact PE and Sport can have on other areas including 

removing a range of barriers to participation in school and the community, to ensure 

it is accessible for all. During their time at Overchurch, all pupils will be provided with 

a diverse range of competitions, events and opportunities within the community such 

as local clubs. Pupil premium pupils will be provided with increased opportunity to 

take part and access provision that meets their requirements. Whilst maintaining a 

focus on opportunities for all, the school will ensure there are clear pathways for the 

most able pupils to follow. 

For our pupils, the curriculum will have additional emphasis on RESPECT values 

and an awareness of health and fitness due to the recent pandemic and water safety 

due to the geographical location of our school. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

A1 

Creating & Closing 

Space Tag Rugby (AS) 
 

Health Related Fitness 

(class teacher) 
 

A2 

Sportshall Athletics 

(AS) 
 

Creating and Closing 

Space Netball (class 

teacher) 
 

Swimming 2 weeks 

 

S1 

Keeping Possession 

Basketball (AS) 
 

Gymnastics (class 

teacher) 
 

S2 

Linking Actions 

Cricket and Rounders 

(AS) 
 

Tactics & Strategies 

Hockey (class teacher) 
 

S1 

Orienteering  (AS) 
 

Dance Topic: Sace (Spaceman- 

Hardwell) (class teacher) 
 

S2 

Tactics & Strategies Football 

(AS) 
 

Linking Actions Tennis (class 

teacher) 
 

 

 

 

‘Developing pupil’s personal qualities through PE can affect their attitudes towards 

school and learning. When PE and School sport provision is of the highest quality, all 

pupils will, to the best of their abilities, develop and demonstrate the following 

personal qualities: 

● A strong desire to learn & make progress; 

● High levels of attendance and involvement in PE and School sport; 

● High levels of commitment to PE and School sport; 

● Good levels of positive behaviour such as politeness, fair play and 

helpfulness; and 

● High levels of enjoyment and enthusiasm and a strong desire to get involved.’ 

(DCMS Learning through PE & Sport) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

32 
 

 

PSHE 

At Overchurch Junior school we are committed to enabling our pupils develop the 

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and 

prepared for life and work. PSHE education offers both explicit and implicit learning 

opportunities and experiences which reflect pupils’ increasing independence and 

physical and social awareness, PSHE education helps pupils to manage the physical 

and emotional changes at puberty, introduces them to a wider world and enables 

them to make an active contribution to their communities.  The needs and interests 

of all our pupils, irrespective of gender, culture, ability or aptitude, will be promoted 

through the inclusive and varied PSHE curriculum at our school. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
What changes 
happen during 
puberty? 
Puberty; the 
reproductive system, 
help and support 
(PoS refs:  H30, H31, 
H32, H32, H34) 
I can explain the 
main physical and 
emotional changes 
that happen during 
puberty  
I can ask questions 
about puberty with 
confidence  
I can understand 
how puberty affects 
the reproductive 
organs  
I can describe what 
happens during 
menstruation and 
sperm production  
I can keep clean 
during puberty 
I can understand 
how emotions 
/relationships 
change during 
puberty 
I can understand 
how to get help and 
support during 
puberty 
 
RSE 
Christopher Winters 
Project 
Lesson 1: Talking 
about Puberty 
Lesson 2: The 
Reproductive System 
Lesson 3: Help and 
Advice 
 

HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
How can we help in an 
accident or 
emergency? 
Basic first aid, 
accidents, dealing with 
emergencies  
(PoS refs: H43, H44) 
I can carry out basic 
first aid including for 
burns, scalds, cuts, 
bleeds, choking, 
asthma attacks or 
allergic reactions 
I can understand that 
if someone has 
experienced a head 
injury, they should 
not be moved 
I can understand 
when it is appropriate 
to use first aid and 
the importance of 
seeking adult help 
I can understand the 
importance of 
remaining calm in an 
emergency and 
providing clear 
information about 
what has happened 
to an adult or the 
emergency services 
 
 
 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 
How can friends 
communicate safely? 
Friendships; 
relationships; 
becoming independent; 
online safety 
(PoS refs: R1, R18, R24, 
R26, R29, L11, L15) 

LIVING IN THE WIDER 
WORLD 
What decisions can 
people make with 
money? 
Money; making 
decisions; spending and 
saving 
(PoS refs: R34, L17, L18, 
L20, L21, L22, L24) 
I can understand how 
people make decisions 
about spending and 
saving money and what 
influences them 
I can understand how 
to keep track of money 
so I know how much i 
have to spend or save 
I can understand how 
people make choices 
about ways of paying 
for things they want 
and need (e.g. from 
current 
accounts/savings; store 
card/credit cards; loans 
I can recognise what 
makes something 
‘value for money’ and 
what this means to 
them 
I can understand that 
there are risks 
associated with money 
(it can be won, lost or 
stolen) and how money 
can affect people’s 
feelings and emotions 
 

LIVING IN THE WIDER 
WORLD 
What jobs would we 
like? 
Careers; aspirations; role 
models; the future  
(PoS refs: L26, L27, L28, 
L29, L30, L31, L32) 
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HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
What makes up our 
identity? 
Identity; personal 
attributes and 
qualities; similarities 
and differences; 
individuality; 
stereotypes 
(PoS refs: H25, H26, 
H27, R32, L9) 
I can recognise and 
respect similarities 
and differences 
between people and 
what they have in 
common with others 
I understand that 
there are a range of 
factors that 
contribute to a 
person’s identity 
(e.g. ethnicity, 
family, faith, culture, 
gender, hobbies, 
likes/dislikes) 
I understand how 
individuality and 
personal qualities 
make up someone’s 
identity (including 
that gender identity 
is part of personal 
identity and for some 
people does not 
correspond with their 
biological sex) 
I can understand 
stereotypes and how 
they are not always 
accurate, and can 
negatively influence 
behaviours and 
attitudes towards 
others 
I can describe how 
to challenge 
stereotypes and 
assumptions about 
others 

I can understand the 
different types of 
relationships people 
have in their lives 
I can understand how 
friends and family 
communicate 
together; how the 
internet and social 
media can be used 
positively 
I can understand how 
knowing someone 
online differs from 
knowing someone 
face-to-face 
I can understand how 
to recognise risk in 
relation to friendships 
and keeping safe 
I can understand 
about the types of 
content (including 
images) that is safe 
to share online; ways 
of seeking and giving 
consent before 
images or personal 
information is shared 
with friends or family 
I can understand how 
to respond if a 
friendship is making 
them feel worried, 
unsafe or 
uncomfortable 
I can understand how 
to ask for help or 
advice and respond 
to pressure, 
inappropriate contact 
or concerns about 
personal safety 
 

I can understand that 
there is a broad range 
of different jobs and 
people often have more 
than one during their 
careers and over their 
lifetime 
I can understand that 
some jobs are paid 
more than others and 
some may be voluntary 
(unpaid) 
I can about the skills, 
attributes, qualifications 
and training needed for 
different jobs 
I can understand that 
there are different ways 
into jobs and careers, 
including college, 
apprenticeships and 
university 
I can understand how 
people choose a 
career/job and what 
influences their 
decision, including 
skills, interests and pay 
I can describe how to 
question and challenge 
stereotypes about the 
types of jobs people 
can do 
I can describe how I 
might choose a 
career/job when I am 
older, why I would 
choose it and what 
might influence my 
decision 
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Relationship and Sexual Education 

At Overchurch Junior School we believe that Relationships Education / RSE 

education should always be taught as part of broader PSHE education so that pupils 

can develop the necessary skills, knowledge and personal attributes as part of a 

planned programme of regular lessons.  However, in order for our children to be 

equipped with the knowledge they require to understand changes that occur through 

their lives and relationships additional RSE lessons are required. RSE content at 

Overchurch Junior school specifically promotes our school ‘RESPECT’ values: 

resilience, empathy, self-awareness, positive, excellence, communication and team 

work. 
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Religious Education and World Views 

At Overchurch Junior School the teaching of RE is based on the Wirral Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education and Worldviews 2019.  It is our intent that our RE 

curriculum will enable pupils to gain a developing knowledge of the right of people to 

hold diverse beliefs and values, and help them develop positive attitudes of respect 

and tolerance towards other people. 

Our children will learn about principle religions and celebration of festivals from a 

variety of different faiths. They will be given opportunities to learn how people live out 

their traditions and beliefs with visits to places of worship within the community and 

visitors coming into school. 

We use RE to encourage our children to develop an appreciation of the world in 

which they live and to reflect upon their responsibility towards it.  RE also provides 

us with opportunities to enhance children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 
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Year 5 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Islam Unit 
I can identify important 
features of a Mosque.  
I can understand the 5 
pillars of Islam and explain 
their significance for the 
believer.  
I can describe the main 
features of a Muslim’s daily 
life and are able to 
compare these with own 
rituals and beliefs. 
 
Christmas in Art Unit 
How do artists depict 
Christmas? 
I can explain how 
Christmas is depicted in 
Christmas cards (religious 
and non- religious) 
I can understand that 
artists depict the Christmas 
story in different ways.   
I can understand that 
different churches/Bibles 
will depict scenes 
differently.  
I can express likes and 
dislikes, preferences and 
other considerations.  

Christianity Unit 
I can describe the sequence of the 
Christmas story.  
I can explain why Jesus was 
special and how Jesus’ life has 
influenced people through time. 
I can recognise water as a symbol 
of cleansing, the dove as a symbol 
of the Holy Spirit and how global 
Christianity expresses this belief. 
 
What is Lent? 
I can explain the meaning of Lent. 
I can describe how the Church 
celebrates key events during the 
year and recognise personal 
application re temptation.   
I can say the names of the 
disciples. 
I can use the Bible as a resource.  
I can understand the meaning of a 
parable.  
I can begin to link the meanings of 
the parables with my own everyday 
situations 
I can develop a knowledge and 
understanding of key biblical 
characters, their life and 
importance of their beliefs. Have a 
knowledge and understanding of 
the influence of Jesus on ordinary 
people. 
 

The Natural World 
Unit 
I can identify my 
favourite natural 
places in the local area 
and further afield. 
I can describe a real 
natural place. 
I can recognise that 
there are diverse 
climates and 
geographical areas. 
I can show an 
awareness of the 
delicate and balanced 
nature of natural 
ecosystems 
I can understand that 
some questions in life 
are difficult to answer 
I can understand the 
Bible’s view and other 
worldviews, including a 
scientific explanation 
on creation.  
I can reflect on how 
each of us impacts on 
our environment 
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Year 5 Team 

 
Miss N Wagstaff 
Miss K Roberts 
Miss K Carbery 
Mrs S Elwill 
Mrs S Isaacs 
Mrs L Gallagher 
Mrs N Povall 
Miss S Logan-Thomas 

 
Head of Year 
Class Teacher 
Class Teacher 
Deputy Headteacher/ Head of Upper Key Stage Two 
SENDCo 
PPA/ Intervention Teacher 
HLTA 
Teaching Assistant 
 

Homework 

It is very useful if pupils plan what time each evening they are going to sit down to 

complete their homework. These may be different times on different days due to 

other commitments. It is easier for pupils to focus on their homework if the house is 

relatively quiet during this designated homework time.  

 

The homework expectation for Year 5 is as follows: 

- reading four times per week to an adult 

- practising the spelling list four times a week on paper or via Spelling 

Shed 

- 40 minutes of learning on Maths Whizz 

 

Useful Tips: 

● Check SeeSaw regularly for homework updates/ projects. 

● Establish a regular homework routine. 

● Keep your child’s login details somewhere safe. 

● Praise your child’s work and efforts. 

 

 

Please contact your child’s Class Teacher if you have any questions. 


