
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overchurch Junior School 

 

 

 

Year 4 Curriculum Booklet 2022-2023 

 

 

 

 

  



 

2 
 

 

Introduction 

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of this booklet is to give you information about the opportunities on offer 

to our Year 4 pupils. We hope that you will be able to use this information to support 

your child throughout their time at Overchurch Junior School to make good progress, 

whilst enjoying school life. If you have a detailed understanding of your child’s school 

programme, you will be able to encourage and support them to the best of their 

ability. 

As a school, we are invested in developing cultural capital and plan to 

develop cultural experiences and background knowledge that will equip your child 

with knowledge to propel them further in their education, careers and social 

development.  

Please use our Twitter, ParentApp and website to find out about what is happening 

in school. For example, there will be reports of recent events and trips involving 

pupils, feel free to discuss these events with your child to give them a sense of the 

opportunities that will come their way as they progress up the school. 

Throughout the last academic year, Overchurch Junior School has revitalised and 

reinvigorated its curriculum, providing new and exciting learning opportunities for all 

pupils.  

We hope that you enjoy reading this booklet as it demonstrates the hard work and 

ambitions that we have as a Junior School. If you have any feedback or suggestions 

for improvement then please feel free to pass them to the School Office. 

 

 

Mr M Byrne 

Curriculum Leader 

 

Mrs J McGettrick 

Chair of Governors 
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Our Mission 

 

Respect, Believe, Achieve 

 

Vision 

 

Our school is a family where everyone works together and every child is encouraged 

to realise their potential. 

We believe that children should love and respect each other and the world around 

them. 

Children who leave Overchurch Junior School will be confident, considerate, 

independent learners with a thirst for knowledge and a passion for life-long learning. 

 

Values 

 

At Overchurch Junior School, we have developed 7 principles of learning that run 

throughout our curriculum: 

Resilience – determined; self-controlled; persistent; courageous; diligent 

Empathy – fair; compassionate; kind; courteous; unselfish 

Self – Awareness – self-confident; self-disciplined; honest; humorous; adaptable 

Positivity – motivates; optimistic; inspirational 

Excellence – creative; curious; inspiring; proud; critical thinker 

Communication – listens; influences; reflects; evaluates 

Teamwork – cooperative; responsible; caring; makes decisions; helpful; patient 
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Our Pledge 

We want all our children to be confident, happy, inquisitive learners, who are 

exposed to a range of experiences and activities linked to our British Values. To 

ensure this we have written 14 pledges to ensure all children have access to an all-

embracing range of learning experiences. 

Our Pledge to the children whilst they attend our school. We will: 

 Celebrate collective worship weekly 

 

 Visit our Parish Church of St Mary’s 

 

 Visit an art gallery 

 

 Visit the local library 

 

 Visit an historical place  

 

 Visit an outdoor learning environment 

 

 Experience and use modern technology 

 

 Meet a person / people who can widen your understanding of the world 

 

 Perform to an audience 

 

 Contribute to charity work 

 

 Attend a live concert / performance 

 

 Experience different cultures and festivals from around the world  

 

 Visit a local place of interest 

 

 Meet children from other local schools 

 

 

Our curriculum is rich, broad and balanced 
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Curriculum Overview 

Curriculum Intent 

At the heart of the Overchurch Junior School curriculum, we want our children to be 

confident, considerate learners. Our outstanding curriculum, which is built around 

knowledge and skills, is designed to go beyond the academic and break down 

barriers. Through our new approach, where we block-teach subjects, we build on 

what has been taught before and towards agreed end points, showcasing children’s 

achievements.  The curriculum is carefully designed, planned and sequenced to 

meet the need of our pupils. The development of literacy skills, particularly reading is 

fundamental to our curriculum. The key characteristics of RESPECT run throughout 

our curriculum. 

In planning the curriculum, we asked ourselves how can we empower our children to 

be the best versions of themselves. 

In Year 4, we want to offer a curriculum that ensures that our pupils fulfil the 

aspirations expressed in our Curriculum Intent. We will do this by offering a broad 

and balanced range of subjects that include:  

● Art and Design 

● Computing 

● Design and Technology 

● English 

● Geography 

● History 

● Mathematics 

● Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) 

● Music 

● Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

● Physical Education 

● Relationship and Sexual Education 

● Religious Education and World Views 

● Science
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Year 4 Curriculum Overview 
 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Art & 
Design  

Ancient Greek Art: 3D Fasthuber-Huemer & Andy 
Warhol: Collage 

Architecture: Drawing 

Computing  Computing 
Systems: 

The Internet 

Audio 
Editing 

Photo Editing Data Logging Repetition in 
Shapes 

Repetition in 
Games 

Design & 
Technology 

Brush Monsters Pop-up Books Working Bridges 

Geography Rivers Rainforest South America - The 
Amazon 

History Ancient Greece The Romans 

MFL Presenting Myself 
 

Family 

Music  Mamma Mia Glockenspiel Stage 2: Lean on 
Me 

Blackbird 

PE (core) Health 
Related 
Exercise 

Dance Gymnastics Sending & 
Receiving 

Linking 
Actions 

Sending & 
Receiving 

PE (PPA) Linking 
Actions 

Sportshall 
Athletics 

Keeping 
Possession 

Linking Actions Athletics Cricket 

PSHE How will we 
grow and 
change? 

How do we 
treat each 
other with 
respect? 

How can we 
manage our 

feelings? 

How can our 
choices make a 

difference to 
others and the 
environment? 

What 
strengths, 
skills and 

interests do 
we have? 

How can we 
manage risk 
in different 

places? 

RE & World 
Views 

Buddhism The 
Shepherds 

Unit 

The Angels Unit The Journeys Unit 

RSE Growing Up 

Science Electricity Humans: 
Teeth and 

eating 

Humans and animals: Living 
things and their habitats 

Sound Materials: 
States of 
matter 

Please follow us on Twitter so that you can keep up to date with your child’s 

education. 

@OJS_Year4     @Overchurch_Jnrs 
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Weekly Subject Overview 

Autumn Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

05/09/22 Art 

12/09/22 Computing 

19/09/22 Spanish 

26/09/22 Science 

03/10/22 History 

10/10/22 Geography 

17/10/22 RSE 

Half-Term 

31/10/22 Science 

07/11/22 DT 

14/11/22 Geography 

21/11/22 RE 

28/11/22 Science 

05/12/22 History 

12/12/22 Computing 

19/12/22 RE & Computing Curriculum Days 
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Spring Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

02/01/23 (Two days) R.E. 

09/01/23 Art 

16/01/23 Science 

23/01/23 History 

30/01/23 Geography 

06/02/23 Mental Health Week 

13/02/23 Computing 

Half-Term 

27/02/23 DT 

06/03/23 Science 

13/03/23 History 

20/03/23 Geography 

27/03/23 Computing 
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Summer Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

17/04/23 History 

24/04/23 Science 

01/05/23 RE (Four days) 

08/05/23 Spanish 

15/05/23 Geography  

22/05/23 RE (Four days) 

Half-Term 

05/06/23 Science 

12/06/23 DT 

19/06/23 Science 

26/06/23 History 

03/07/23 Art 

10/07/23 Computing 

17/07/23 (Three days) Geography 

 

 

 

Each week, the year group will focus on a different subject which includes taking part 

in projects, conducting experiments and taking part in educational experiences which 

help to develop cultural capital. This helps to give the children a more in-depth 

knowledge of the subject as well as a greater interest whilst avoiding the dangers of 

cognitive overload.  

During PPA, children will be taught PE, Music and PSHE on a rotational timetable. 

This will be taught by Mrs S Elwill, Mr A Sheehan and Miss C Buckley.  

Children will also receive one additional PE lesson every week from their class 

teacher. 

 

PPA 
PE 
PSHE 

Planning, Preparation and Assessment Time 
Physical Education 
Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education  
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English 

English sits at the heart of our curriculum at Overchurch Junior School – it is through 

language, story and text that children learn to form concepts, connect ideas and 

express themselves. Through literacy, in all its forms, children learn to both make 

sense of the world and shape their place within it. 

Our aim is to promote a life-long love of language and communication by learning 

literacy skills through the use of quality children’s texts and books that will interest, 

inspire and excite our pupils. 

Therefore, in order to ensure we maintain high standards in learning and progress, it 

is essential that teaching and learning in this subject is consistent. 

Shared Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School we are committed to providing all of our pupils with the 

skills necessary to become lifelong readers. Through careful planning, targeted 

intervention and plentiful opportunities for Reading for Pleasure, our pupils develop a 

love for reading that provides them with limitless opportunities in the wider world. 

Overchurch Junior School uses the Literacy Counts Steps to Read programme for 

the daily teaching of reading. The primary aim of the Steps to Read programme is to 

teach reading comprehension skills and strategies explicitly. 

Steps to Read: 

● Is sequenced, coherent and progressive 

● Uses language-rich texts for vocabulary teaching 

● Includes all elements of comprehension, taught sequentially across an 

academic year 

● Has a clear focus on skills and strategies needed to be a proficient and 

confident readers 

● Uses engaging texts to promote a life-long love of reading 

● Includes poetry, non-fiction and fiction that enhances knowledge learning 

across the curriculum 

In addition, pupils have opportunities throughout the week to read for pleasure, 

whether this be within the classroom, in the school library or even snuggled up next 

to Tilly our school dog. Each day, the adults in school enjoy reading aloud to the 

children from quality texts within our Reading Spine. 

Reading practise is supported by our Reading Planet Reading Scheme from Rising 

Stars. Matched to our synthetic phonics programme, these high-quality texts are 

used for home reading by all pupils until they reach a reading age of approximately 8 

years 6 months. Once pupils become confident and fluent in their reading, they 

become free-readers and choose books from our class libraries and school library 

that match both their Accelerated Reader Book Level and their interests. 

Using Accelerated Reader, our pupils have a clear understanding of their Book Level 

and select books suited to their reading ability. Furthermore, pupils are able to 

develop their comprehension skills through end of book quizzes. These scores are 

closely monitored by staff and support is implemented where necessary. 
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Support for Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School, we are mindful of the fact that every pupil is unique 

and ensure that targeted intervention is available. We use Rocket Phonics as our 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme. Using this high-quality DfE validated 

programme, pupils attend small group or 1:1 sessions aimed to close gaps in their 

phonetic knowledge. 

Our school reading scheme matches our phonics programme and our pupils select 

books from our Reading Planet scheme to read both at school. 

Pupils within our Lowest 20% of readers read with an adult or reading buddy at least 

three times a week. This provides additional opportunities for practise and to foster a 

love for reading. Furthermore, all Pupil Premium children read with an adult at least 

twice a week. 

Writing 

At Overchurch Junior School, we teach writing through the use of high-quality 

English texts. 100% of these texts are taken from the accredited Literacy Counts 

texts. We teach writing throughout the curriculum and expect high standards of 

SPaG across all subjects rather than just in English books. 

Support for Writing 

Additional short-focussed interventions are provided for pupils who are making 

slower than expected progress. These sessions are tailored to the needs of the 

pupils and closely monitored to ensure accelerated progress. 
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AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

 

 

 

English Vehicle 

Text and 

Writing 

Outcome 

 

The 
Whale by 
Vita 
Murrow & 
Ethan 
Murrow 

 
 

Setting 
Narrative 
 
Reporting 

 

 
 
 

Leaf by 
Sandra 
Dieckman 
 
Outsider 
Narrative 
 
Information 
Report 

 

 
 

Arthur and 
the 
Golden 
Rope by 
Joe Todd 
Stanton 
 
Myth  
 
Narrative 
 
Information for 
defeating a 
Viking 
Monster 

 

 

The Lost 
Happy 
Endings by 
Carol Ann 
Duffy & 
Jane Ray 

 
 
 

Twisted 
Narrative 
 
Persuasive 
Letter 

 

 

The 
Journey by 
Francesca 
Sanna 
 
 
Refugee 
Narrative 
 
Diary writing 

 

 

Manfish- A 
Story of 
Jacques 
Cousteau 
 
Invention 
Narrative 
 
Jacques 
Cousteau 
Biography 

 

 

 

 AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 
2 

SPRING 
1 

SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

 
Shared 
Reading 
Books 

UNIT A -  
SCIENCE-LIVING 

THINGS/HABITATS/ 
ANIMALS 

 
Why the Whales 
Came By Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Wild World By 
Angela McAllistar 
 
When the Mountains 
Roared by Jess 
Butterworth 
 
The World of 
Whales by Darcy 
Dobel 
 
Habitats-Science 
Skills Sorted by 
Anna Claybourne 

 
Wild in the Streets 
by Marilyn Singer 
 
 
 
 

UNIT B- 
STORIES & 
POETRY-

DIFFERENT 
FORMS 

 
The 
Miraculous 
Journey of 
Edward 
Tulane 
 
Night of the 
Gargoyles 
by Eve 
Bunting 
 
The Girl 
Who Stole 
an Elephant 
by Nizarna 
Farook 

 
Where 
Zebras Go-
Poems by 
Sue Hardy-
Dawson 
 
 

UNIT C- 
HISTORY-
VIKINGS 

 
Explore 
Vikings 
 
100 Facts 
Vikings 
 
The Saga 
of Erik the 
Viking by 
Terry 
Jones 
 
Viking Boy 
by Tony 
Bradman 
 
 
 

UNIT D 
MYTHS 

AND 
LEGENDS 
& POETRY 

IN 
DIFFERENT 

FORMS 
 
Beowulf by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Stories 
From 
Around The 
World by 
Masie Chan 
 
Tales From 
Africa by 
Kathleen 
Arnott 
 
The Poetry 
Chest by 
John Foster 
 
 
 

UNIT E 
GEOGRAPHY- 

EUROPE 
 
The Travel 
Book-A 
journey 
through every 
country in the 
world. 
 
Survivors-
Extraordinary 
tales from the 
wild and 
beyond by 
David Long 
and Kerry 
Hyndam 
 
The Dragon of 
Krakow and 
other stories 
by Richard 
Monte 
 
Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNIT F 
STORIES AND 

PLAYS & 
POETRY-

DIFFERENT 
FORMS 

 
The Firework-
Maker’s Daughter 
by Philip Pullman 
 
The Wind in the 
Willows by 
Kenneth Grahame 
 
The Legend of 
Podkin One-Ear 
by Kieran 
Larwood 
 
Werewolf Club 
Rules-Poems by 
Joseph Coelbo 
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Maths 

At Overchurch Junior School, we believe every child can master an understanding 

and love of Maths. A combination of quality first teaching and the Maths No Problem 

scheme of work, based on The Singapore Maths teaching model, provides our pupils 

with an excellent maths curriculum. We also teach arithmetic as a discrete lesson 

each day to ensure numerical fluency. 

We foster a ‘can do ‘approach that is inclusive, we believe that with the right support, 

maths mastery is available to all. 

 

The daily maths lessons build on prior learning, systematically varying the apparatus 

and methods used to solve problems, this enables children to craft powerful 

connections between concrete, pictorial and abstract. The use of varied techniques 

such as bar modelling, number bonds and mental strategies help to promote 

numerical fluency. The lessons build a deep and sustainable understanding of 

maths. Maths No Problem also provides an online assessment tool that allows the 

teachers to identify gaps in knowledge, allowing intervention at an early stage. 

 

Year 4 

 
Chapter 1 - Numbers to 10,000 
 
Chapter 2 - Addition and Subtraction within 
10,000 
 
Chapter 3 - Multiplication and Division 
 
Chapter 4 - Further Multiplication and 
Division 
 
Chapter 5 - Graphs 
 
Chapter 6 - Fractions 
 
Chapter 7 - Time 
 
 

 
Chapter 8 - Decimals 
 
Chapter 9 - Money 
 
Chapter 10 - Mass, Volume and Length 
 
Chapter 11 - Area of Figures 
 
Chapter 12 - Geometry 
 
Chapter 13 - Position and Movement 
 
Chapter 14 - Roman Numerals 
 

 

https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-01
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-03
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-05
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-06
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-07
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-08
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-09
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-10
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-11
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-12
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-13
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-4b/chapter-14
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Science 

At Overchurch Junior school, it is our intent to provide a science curriculum that is 

inclusive to all our students.  Science is about children developing a sense of enquiry 

and extending their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. It 

includes knowledge about living things, materials, energy and the solar system. 

Science is concerned with investigation and children using their investigations and 

knowledge to understand how the world is constructed. Throughout the school, the 

children will be developing scientific skills that will lead to their work in planning and 

undertaking scientific investigations, as scientists. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Electricity 
I can identify common 
appliances that run on 
electricity. 
I can construct a simple 
series electrical circuit, 
identifying and naming 
its basic parts, including 
cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers. 
I can identify whether or 
not a lamp will light in a 
simple series circuit, 
based on whether or not 
the lamp is part of a 
complete loop with a 
battery. 
I can recognise that a 
switch opens and closes 
a circuit and associate 
this with whether or not 
a lamp lights in a simple 
series circuit. 
I can recognise some 
common conductors and 
insulators, and associate 
metals with being good 
conductors. 
 
Humans: Teeth and 
eating 
I can describe the 
simple functions of the 
basic parts of the 
digestive system in 
humans. 
I can identify the 
different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple 
functions. 
I can construct and 
interpret a variety of 
food chains, identifying 
producers, predators 
and prey. 

Humans and animals: 
Living things and their 
habitats 
I can recognise that living 
things can be grouped in 
a variety of ways. 
I can explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name 
a variety of living things 
in their local and wider 
environment. 
I can recognise that 
environments can 
change and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers 
to living things. 
 

Sound 
I can identify how sounds 
are made, associating some 
of them with something 
vibrating. 
I can recognise that 
vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium to 
the ear. 
I can find patterns between 
the pitch of a sound and 
features of the object that 
produced it. 
I can find patterns between 
the volume of a sound and 
the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 
I can recognise that sounds 
get fainter as the distance 
from the sound increases. 
 
Materials: State of matter 
I can compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases. 
I can observe that some 
materials change state 
when they are heated or 
cooled, and measure or 
research the temperature at 
which this happens in 
degrees Celsius. 
I can identify the part played 
by evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with 
temperature. 
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Art and Design 

At Overchurch Junior School we recognise that Art and Design stimulates creativity 

and imagination, as well as promoting social and wider life skills. It provides visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding, responding to 

and communicating with the world. It enables children of all abilities to communicate 

what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form and pattern, as 

well as different materials and processes. 

We encourage children to explore ideas and meanings through the work and lives of 

a range of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of 

art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different 

times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our 

lives. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

 Andy 
Goldsworthy 

 Augusta Savage 
 Antoni Gaudi 
 Roy Lichtenstein  
  

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

 Cai Guo Qiang 
 Sonia Delaunay  
 Jackson Pollock  
 Cheri Samba 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and architects: 
 
 

 Keith Haring 
 Paul Klee 
 Kara Walker 
 Louise Bourgeois  

 
3D: Ancient Greek Art 
 
 

 I can explore the 
artwork of 
Ancient Greece 

 I can use clay 
and other 
moldable 
materials  

 I can select and 
arrange 
materials to 
create a striking 
effect  

 I can use 
techniques used 
by sculptors to 
create form 

 
Collage: Fasthuber-
Huemer and Andy 
Warhol 
 

 I can respond to 
the work of 
Fasthuber-Huemer 
(newspaper) 

 I can respond to 
the work of 
Fasthuber-Huemer 
(tissue paper) 

 I can explore the 
purposes and 
intentions of the 
artist Andy Warhol 
(mixed media) 

 I can produce 
individual 
responses within a 
multiple image 
(mixed media) 

 
Drawing: Architecture  
 
 

 I can create plan 
and elevation 
drawings of simple 
3D objects 

 I can create 2D 
representations of 
3D objects 

 I can create depth 
using one-point and 
two-point 
perspective 

 I can apply a variety 
of linear 
perspectives when 
drawing buildings 
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Computing 

The Computing Curriculum at Overchurch Junior School is based on application. The 
curriculum is structured in units and taught in blocks coherently. In computing, we 
use devices to create, store and manipulate data.  

 
Our high quality computing curriculum has been planned to enable children to 
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. Children will learn to 
analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of 
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. The curriculum offers 
opportunities for children to learn to evaluate and apply information technology, 
including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 
At Overchurch Junior School children are taught to be responsible, competent, 
confident and creative users of information and communication technology. 
 
Children learn to be digitally literate-able to use, express themselves and develop 
their ideas through information and communication technology-at a level suitable for 
the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

 
Children use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly in line with our 
RESPECT values.  
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Autumn 

 
Spring 

 
Summer 

AUDIO 
EDITING 
 
I can 
capture and 
edit audio to 
produce a 
podcast, 
ensuring 
that 
copyright is 
considered.  

 
The 
Podcast will 
be made 
during the 
Year 4 
residential, 
giving 
children real 
life 
experiences 
to record. 
They will 
record 
using 
iPads.  
 
 
 

COMPUTING 
SYSTEMS THE 
INTERNET 
 
I can recognise the 
internet as a 
network of 
networks including 
the WWW, and why 
we should evaluate 
online content. 
 

PHOTO 
EDITING 
 

I can 
manipulate 
digital 
images, 
and reflect 
on the 
impact of 
changes 
and 
whether 
the 
required 
purpose is 
fulfilled. 
 
 
 

DATA 
LOGGING 
 

I can use a 
text-based 
programming 
language to 
explore 
count-
controlled 
loops when 
drawing 
shapes. 
 

REPETITION 
IN SHAPES 
 

I can 
recognise 
how and why 
data is 
collected 
over time, 
before using 
data loggers 
to carry out 
an 
investigation 

REPETITION 
IN GAMES 
 

I can use a 
block-based 
programming 
language to 
explore count-
controlled and 
infinite loops 
when creating 
a game. 
 
Course D 
Studiocode.org 
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Design and Technology 

At Overchurch Junior School, our Design and Technology curriculum encourages 

children to work individually and as part of a team to creatively and innovatively solve 

problems.  Through our Design and Technology curriculum we want children to be 

inspired by and become designers, chefs, architects, engineers and artists as they 

develop their skills and enable them to create and evaluate a range of structures, 

using a range of materials, for a range of purposes. We aim to, wherever possible, 

link work to other disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, History, English and 

Geography, ensuring that children make real life links. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Science - Electricity  
Electrical systems 
Design, make and 
evaluate your own 
brush monster for a 
Year 3 pupil. 
 
I can discuss the 
transference of forces to 
choose appropriate 
mechanisms for a 
product. 
I can understand and 
create a simple circuit to 
use in their designs. 
I can design innovative, 
functional, appealing 
products that are fit for 
purpose.  
I can ensure products 
have a high-quality 
finish, using art skills 
where appropriate. 

History- Romans 
Mechanical systems 
Design, make and evaluate 
a pop-up book inspired by 
the day in the life of a 
Roman soldier for a 
museum to put on display.  
 
I can cut slots and internal 
shapes. 
I can use lolly sticks/cards to 
make levers and linkages. 
I can use linkages to make 
movement larger or more varied. 
I can use and explore more 
complex pop-ups. 
I can measure and mark out to 
the nearest millimetre. 
I can ensure products have a 
high-quality finish, using art skills 
where appropriate. 

Structures and Textiles 
Design, make and 
evaluate a working 
bridge in order to 
support a specific 
weight and purpose.   
 
I can choose suitable 
techniques to construct 
products or to repair items. 
I can strengthen materials 
using suitable techniques. 
I can make products 
through stages of 
prototypes, making 
continual refinements. 
I can investigate how to 
make structures more 
stable e.g. by widening the 
base.  
I can strengthen frames by 
using diagonal struts. 

Design: 
 Investigate existing products, 

including drawing them to analyse 
and understand how they are made. 

 Begin to understand how to make a 
design brief. 

 Develop more than one design. 

 

Evaluate: 
 Identify strengths and weaknesses of 

their design ideas. 
 Talk about how closely their finished 

product meets their design criteria and 
meets the need of the user.  

 Refine work and techniques as work 
progresses, continually evaluating the 
product design. 
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Geography 

At Overchurch Junior School, it is our intent to provide a Geography curriculum that 

is inclusive to all children. We seek to develop children’s curiosity and fascination 

about the world and its people. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National 

Curriculum by offering a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge of diverse people, places, resources 

and natural environments, alongside a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Through revisiting 

these areas, our pupils will gain a deeper understanding of the world and the 

importance of Geography in our curriculum.  The Geography curriculum at 

Overchurch Junior School will enable children to develop skills that are progressive 

and transferable to other curriculum areas and to life outside school. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Rivers 
-I can describe what a 
river is. 
-I can describe the water 
cycle. 
-I can locate the world’s 
longest rivers on a map. 
-I can describe how rivers 
are used around the 
world. 
-I can identify and 
describe the key stages 
of a river. 
-I can describe how land 
use changes from the 
source to the mouth of a 
river. 
-I can recognise and 
explain how human 
activity affects rivers. 
-I can recognise and 
explain how flooding 
affects communities. 
-I can use online 
resources, including 
maps, to identify the key 
characteristics of one of 
the world’s longest rivers. 

Rainforests 
-I can describe what 
a rainforest is. 
I can locate the 
world’s rainforests 
on a map. 
-I can recognise and 
describe the 
different layers of life 
in a rainforest. 
-I can describe the 
features of a 
rainforest biome. 
-I can describe the 
key characteristics 
of the Congo. 
-I can define 
deforestation and 
explain how and why 
it is occurring. 
-I can explain the 
impact of 
deforestation on 
rainforests. 
-I can explain the 
importance of the 
Amazon Rainforest.  

South America- The Amazon 
-I can locate The Amazon on a 
map, trace the river’s course 
and consider the significance of 
its location. 
-I can use maps, atlases, 
globes & digital / computer 
mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied. 
-I can describe the importance 
of the Amazon Basin and 
Rainforest. 
-I can understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of the human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the UK and a region 
within South America. 
-I can describe and understand 
the physical and human 
geography aspects of the 
Amazon. 
- I can understand some of the 
ways in which The Amazon is 
under threat and why that is 
important. 
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History 

At Overchurch Junior School, we want all of our children to be passionate about 

History, to be curious about the past and keen to understand how and why events 

occurred. They will learn to question why people interpret the past in different ways. 

We believe that high-quality history lessons encourage skills of critical thinking. 

Sifting through evidence and weighing up people’s opinions and arguments, allows 

pupils to develop perspective and judgement. The children gain knowledge of 

Britain’s past, and our place in the world, which helps them to understand the 

challenges of our own time, as well as what shapes our future. They learn how 

people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. We explore how historical figures affect the course of 

events. We study ancient civilisations; looking at the achievements and mistakes 

made.  

Our History curriculum aims to excite and is full of topics that foster awe and wonder, 

as well as developing knowledge and skills included in the National Curriculum. We 

provide opportunities to use and apply skills from other areas of the curriculum, 

including English, Maths, Geography and ICT.  The History topics will help children 

to gain an understanding of the complexity of people’s lives and the process of 

change. 
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Year 4 

Autumn and Spring 1 Spring 2 and Summer 

Ancient Greece 
I can describe the timeline/chronology of 
Ancient Greece. 
I can, through investigations, find out 
about the city states of Athens and Sparta, 
warfare and seamanship, everyday life, 
beliefs, culture, and through Greek 
mythology, some of the key events and 
individuals from this period.  
I can explore the continuing legacy of 
Ancient Greeks, and their influence on 
education, language, architecture, 
government and the Olympic Games.  
I can describe the links with other ancient 
civilisations and societies.  
 
The emphasis throughout the unit is on 
developing the children's skills of historical 
enquiry including how evidence is used to 
make historical claims, and on developing 
their understanding of historical concepts 
such continuity and change, similarity and 
difference, and significance. 
 

The Romans 
I can look at artefacts and how they 
help to build an accurate picture of the 
past.  Local links trip to Chester to the 
museum and a tour from a Roman 
soldier. 
I can understand a timeline of main 
events of the Roman Empire and use 
mathematical skills to work out how 
long-ago events occurred and to round 
up time differences into centuries and 
decades 
I can describe the life of a Roman 
soldier using a variety of research 
resources  
I can understand how the Roman 
Empire is linked to the invasion of 
Britain and why they invaded 
I can describe how the Romans have 
shaped our lives 
I can understand Hadrian’s Wall, why 
was it built and where 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

We aim to give Overchurch Junior School pupils the tools to participate more 

effectively and responsibly in a multicultural world. 

Why is learning a foreign language useful? 

When you can speak to people in their own language, you deepen connections and 

understanding. Creativity is increased with the study of a foreign language. It also 

enhances listening skills and memory. 

 

 

 

Year 4 

Autumn Summer 

Presenting Myself  
(Intermediate)  

Family 
(Intermediate)  
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Music 

At Overchurch Junior School, all children gain a firm understanding of what music is 

through listening to and appreciating all types of music. Rehearsing and performing 

in solo and ensemble contexts, using voices and musical instruments, is also of 

equal importance. 

Children are encouraged to learn musical instruments outside of the classroom and 

there are various opportunities throughout the school year to perform to a variety of 

audiences, thus building confidence and improving ability. 

Music should be viewed as a subject that can enhance all children’s lives and allow 

for freedom of expression in a sometimes hectic and pressurised world. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Glockenspiel Stage 2 
I can listen with increasing 
concentration to a variety of 
music from different styles, 
traditions and times and 
begin to place music in its 
historical context. 
I can find and internalise the 
pulse of a piece using 
movement. 
I can Use correct musical 
language to describe music, 
e.g Duration, rhythm, 
dynamics, timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo and texture.  
I can keep a steady beat, 
clap a rhythm, improvise a 
rhythm, and improvise using 
the voice. 
I can explore and create 
music using classroom 
percussion, tuned and 
untuned, to play melodies, 
tunes and accompaniments, 
and to improvise and 
compose. 
I can experience playing 
together in a group. Join in 
and stop as appropriate. 
Learn to follow a conductor. 
I can perform with control 
and awareness of what 
others in the group are 
playing. 
I can learn to treat 
instruments with respect and 
use correct techniques to 
play them. 
I can begin to recognise an 
awareness of a link between 
shape and pitch using 
graphic notation. 
I can improvise simple 
melodies using 2 notes, 
increasing to 3.  
I can practise, rehearse and 
perform with awareness of 
the audience 

Mamma Mia 
Lean on Me 
I can listen with 
increasing concentration 
to a variety of music 
from different styles, 
traditions and times and 
begin to place music in 
its historical context. 
I can find and internalise 
the pulse of a piece 
using movement. 
I can use correct musical 
language to describe 
music, e.g Duration, 
rhythm, dynamics, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo and texture.  
I can keep a steady 
beat, clap a rhythm, 
improvise a rhythm and 
improvise using the 
voice. 
I can sing songs with 
accurate pitch within a 
limited range. 
I can sing together in an 
ensemble or group. 
I can show voice control 
when singing. 
I can perform with 
control and awareness 
of what others in the 
group are singing. 

Blackbird 
I can listen and 
appraise songs of a 
similar style. 
I can identify some of 
the style indicators of 
songs (musical 
characteristics that give 
the song its style). 
I can identify musical 
dimensions featured in 
songs, e.g. texture, 
dynamics, tempo, 
rhythm and pitch. 
I can identify the main 
sections of songs, e.g. 
introduction, verse, 
chorus, etc.) 
I can confidently 
identify and move to 
the pulse of a song. 
I can talk about music 
and how it makes you 
feel. 
I can listen carefully 
and respectfully to 
other people’s thoughts 
about music. 
I can clap and say back 
rhythms, leading to 
creating my own simple 
rhythms and finally 
lead the class using 
simple rhythms. 
I can listen and sing 
back simple tunes, 
leading to copying back 
with instruments, 
without notation and 
finally with notation. 
I can sing in unison 
and simple 2 parts 
following a leader. 
I can sing with an 
awareness of being in 
tune. 
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Physical Education 

When pupils leave Overchurch Junior School, we want them to be confident in their 

ability to fully engage in a wider range of opportunities and demonstrate resilience in 

the face of challenges, both in PE and Sport and other areas of the school. Our 

pupils will develop good social skills, including effective communication, through the 

tailored curriculum which supports them to have a positive attitude towards being 

active and encourages good decisions relating to leading a healthy active lifestyle. 

Our curriculum will be taught in a way that encourages pupils to develop a wide 

range of skills, physical and non-physical, that enable their long term engagement in 

physical activity. The curriculum will focus on skills instead of ‘sport’ to provide pupils 

with the ability to transfer skills across different activities, with particular focus on 

building upon prior learning. 

As a school we value the impact PE and Sport can have on other areas including 

removing a range of barriers to participation in school and the community, to ensure 

it is accessible for all. During their time at Overchurch, all pupils will be provided with 

a diverse range of competitions, events and opportunities within the community such 

as local clubs. Pupil premium pupils will be provided with increased opportunity to 

take part and access provision that meets their requirements. Whilst maintaining a 

focus on opportunities for all, the school will ensure there are clear pathways for the 

most able pupils to follow. 

For our pupils, the curriculum will have additional emphasis on RESPECT values 

and an awareness of health and fitness due to the recent pandemic and water safety 

due to the geographical location of our school. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

A1 
Linking Actions Tag 
Rugby (AS) 
 
Health Related Exercise 
(class teacher) 
 
A2 
Sportshall Athletics 
(AS) 
 
Dance Topic: Greeks 
(Zorba the Greek) (class 
teacher) 
 

S1 
Keeping Possession 
Basketball (AS) 
 
Gymnastics (class 
teacher) 
 
S2 
Linking Actions 
Cricket and Rounders 
(AS) 
 
Sending & Receiving 
Tennis (class teacher) 
 

S1 
Orienteering  (AS) 
 
Linking Actions Rounders 
(class teacher) 
 
S2 
Tactics & Strategies 
Football (AS) 
 
Sending & Receiving 
Rounders (class teacher) 
 

 

‘Developing pupil’s personal qualities through PE can affect their attitudes towards 

school and learning. When PE and School sport provision is of the highest quality, all 

pupils will, to the best of their abilities, develop and demonstrate the following 

personal qualities: 

● A strong desire to learn & make progress; 

● High levels of attendance and involvement in PE and School sport; 

● High levels of commitment to PE and School sport; 

● Good levels of positive behaviour such as politeness, fair play and 

helpfulness; and 

● High levels of enjoyment and enthusiasm and a strong desire to get involved.’ 

(DCMS Learning through PE & Sport) 
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PSHE 

At Overchurch Junior school we are committed to enabling our pupils develop the 

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and 

prepared for life and work. PSHE education offers both explicit and implicit learning 

opportunities and experiences which reflect pupils’ increasing independence and 

physical and social awareness, PSHE education helps pupils to manage the physical 

and emotional changes at puberty, introduces them to a wider world and enables 

them to make an active contribution to their communities.  The needs and interests 

of all our pupils, irrespective of gender, culture, ability or aptitude, will be promoted 

through the inclusive and varied PSHE curriculum at our school. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
How will we grow and change? 

Growing and changing; 
puberty 

(PoS refs: H32, H32, H34) 
Solely teach – RSE 
Christopher Winters Project 
Lesson 1: Changes 
Lesson 2: What is Puberty? 
Lesson 3: Healthy 
Relationships (links to Autumn 2 
topic) 
 
RELATIONSHIPS 
How do we treat each other 
with respect? 

Respect for self and others; 
courteous behaviour safety; 
human rights 

(PoS refs: R19, R20, R21, R22, 
R25, R27, R29, R30, R31, H45, 
L2, L3, L10) 
I can understand how 
people’s behaviour affects 
me and others, including 
online 
I can model being polite 
and courteous in different 
situations and recognise 
the respectful behaviour I 
should receive in return 
I can describe the 
relationship between rights 
and responsibilities  
I can understand the right 
to privacy and how to 
recognise when a 
confidence or secret 
should be kept (such as a 
nice birthday surprise 
everyone will find out 
about) or not agreed to 
and when to tell (e.g. if 
someone is being upset or 
hurt)* 
I can understand the rights 
that children have and why 
it is important to protect 
these* 
I can understand that 
everyone should feel 
included, respected and 
not discriminated against; 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
How can we manage our 
feelings? 

Feelings and emotions; 
expression of feelings; 
behaviour  
(PoS refs: H17, H18, H19, 
H20, H23) 

I can understand how 
everyday things can 
affect feelings 

I can understand how 
feelings change over 
time and can be 
experienced at 
different levels of 
intensity  

I can understand the 
importance of 
expressing feelings 
and how they can be 
expressed in different 
circumstances  

I can understand 
ways of managing 
feelings at times of 
loss, grief and 
change  

I understand how to 
access advice and 
support to help 
manage my own or 
others’ feelings 
 

LIVING IN THE WIDER 
WORLD 
How can our choices 
make a difference to 
others and the 
environment? 

Caring for others; the 
environment; people and 
animals; shared 
responsibilities; making 
choices and decisions  
(PoS refs: L4, L5, L19, 
R34) 
I can understand how 
people have a shared 
responsibility to help 

HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
What strengths, skills 
and interests do we 
have? 
Self-esteem: self-worth; 
personal qualities; goal 
setting; managing set 
backs 
(PoS refs: H27, H28, H29, 
L25) 
I can recognise 
qualities and 
individuality  
I can develop self-
worth by identifying 
positive things about 
myself and my 
achievements  
I can describe how my 
personal attributes, 
strengths, skills and 
interests contribute to 
my self-esteem  
I can set goals for 
myself 
I can understand how 
to manage when there 
are set-backs, learn 
from mistakes and 
reframe unhelpful 
thinking 
 
HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
How can we manage risk 
in different places? 

Keeping safe; out and 
about; recognising and 
managing risk 
(PoS refs: H12, H37, H38, 
H41, H42, H47, R12, R15, 
R23, R24, R28, R29, L1, 
L5, L15) 

I can understand 
how to recognise, 
predict, assess and 
manage risk in 
different situations  

I can understand 
how to keep safe in 
the local 
environment and 
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how to respond if they 
witness or experience 
exclusion, disrespect or 
discrimination I can 
describe how to respond to 
aggressive or 
inappropriate behaviour 
(including online and 
unwanted physical 
contact) – how to report 
concerns 

and protect the world 
around them 
I can understand how 
everyday choices can 
affect the 
environment  
I can understand how 
and what people 
choose to buy or 
spend money on can 
affect others or the 
environment (e.g. 
Fairtrade, single use 
plastics, giving to 
charity) 
I can use the skills 
and vocabulary to 
share my thoughts, 
ideas and opinions in 
discussion about 
topical issues 
I can understand  how 
to show care and 
concern for others 
(people and animals) 
I can understand how 
to carry out personal 
responsibilities in a 
caring and 
compassionate way 

less familiar 
locations (e.g. near 
rail, water, road; 
fire/firework safety; 
sun safety and the 
safe use of digital 
devices when out 
and about) 

I can understand 
how people can be 
influenced by their 
peers’ behaviour 
and by a desire for 
peer approval; how 
to manage this 
influence 

I can understand 
how people’s online 
actions can impact 
on other people  

I can understand 
how to keep safe 
online, including 
managing requests 
for personal 
information and 
recognising what is 
appropriate to share 
or not share online 

I can understand 
how to report 
concerns, including 
about inappropriate 
online content and 
contact 

I can understand 
that rules, 
restrictions and laws 
exist to help people 
keep safe and how 
to respond is they 
become aware of a 
situation that is anti-
social or against the 
law 
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Relationship and Sexual Education 

At Overchurch Junior School we believe that Relationships Education / RSE 

education should always be taught as part of broader PSHE education so that pupils 

can develop the necessary skills, knowledge and personal attributes as part of a 

planned programme of regular lessons.  However, in order for our children to be 

equipped with the knowledge they require to understand changes that occur through 

their lives and relationships additional RSE lessons are required. RSE content at 

Overchurch Junior school specifically promotes our school ‘RESPECT’ values: 

resilience, empathy, self-awareness, positive, excellence, communication and team 

work. 
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Religious Education and World Views 

At Overchurch Junior School the teaching of RE is based on the Wirral Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education and Worldviews 2019.  It is our intent that our RE 

curriculum will enable pupils to gain a developing knowledge of the right of people to 

hold diverse beliefs and values, and help them develop positive attitudes of respect 

and tolerance towards other people. 

Our children will learn about principle religions and celebration of festivals from a 

variety of different faiths. They will be given opportunities to learn how people live out 

their traditions and beliefs with visits to places of worship within the community and 

visitors coming into school. 

We use RE to encourage our children to develop an appreciation of the world in 

which they live and to reflect upon their responsibility towards it.  RE also provides 

us with opportunities to enhance children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 
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Year 4 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Buddhism Unit  
I can develop religious 
vocabulary.  
I can show knowledge of the 
character of Buddha in art/craft 
work and symbolism.  
I can recall the story of Buddha.  
I can relate examples from 
Buddhism and Christianity to my 
own experience. 
I can use terminology and explain 
issues which are important to 
Buddhists.  
I can understand the importance 
of belonging and understand how 
the Buddhist community is made 
up of lay people, monks, nuns 
and priests. 
I can demonstrate knowledge of 
symbols, celebration and 
important practices for the 
believer. 
I can explain the symbolism of 
the lotus flower ;the  Bodhi Tree, 
the wheel of life.  
 
The Shepherds Unit 
I can understand how Christians 
show worship 
I can look at the Shepherds’ story 
and know relevant characters, 
understanding when they lived 
and the significance of the events 
they encountered and their 
beliefs in God. 
I can use Bible references of the 
Shepherds’ story. 
I can understand how Christians 
today show worship (offering gifts 
during communion.) 
 

The Angels Unit 
I can understand ‘What 
Angels reveal’. 
I can understand the 
importance of angels 
and their work, for 
believers, and the 
reactions of those who 
encounter angels.  
I can investigate angels 
and their revelations of 
God.  
 

The Journeys unit 
I can understand ‘What 
is a journey’ and why do 
people make journeys? 
I can understand 
something about the 
feelings of people who 
go on a pilgrimage. 
I can learn more 
characters in the Bible 
and the reasons for their 
journeys. 
I can understand that 
there is a progression in 
their own lives. 
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Year 4 Team 

 
Mrs D Lee 
Mrs J Kenningham 
Miss I Connolly 
Mrs S Isaacs 
Mrs J Patten 
Mrs L Barnes 
Mrs H Sayle 
Mrs K Burkett 
 

 
Head of Year 
Head of Lower Key Stage Two 
Class Teacher 
SENDCo 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 

Homework 

It is very useful if pupils plan what time each evening they are going to sit down to 

complete their homework. These may be different times on different days due to 

other commitments. It is easier for pupils to focus on their homework if the house is 

relatively quiet during this designated homework time.  

 

The homework expectation for Year 4 is as follows: 

- reading four times per week to an adult 

- practising the spelling list four times a week on paper or via Spelling 

Shed 

- practising times table four times per week on Times Table Rockstars 

 

Useful Tips: 

● Check SeeSaw regularly for homework updates/ projects. 

● Establish a regular homework routine. 

● Keep your child’s login details somewhere safe. 

● Praise your child’s work and efforts. 

 

 

Please contact your child’s Class Teacher if you have any questions. 


