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Introduction 

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of this booklet is to give you information about the opportunities on offer 

to our Year 3 pupils. We hope that you will be able to use this information to support 

your child throughout their time at Overchurch Junior School to make good progress, 

whilst enjoying school life. If you have a detailed understanding of your child’s school 

programme, you will be able to encourage and support them to the best of their 

ability. 

As a school, we are invested in developing cultural capital and plan to 

develop cultural experiences and background knowledge that will equip your child 

with knowledge to propel them further in their education, careers and social 

development.  

Please use our Twitter, ParentApp and website to find out about what is happening 

in school. For example, there will be reports of recent events and trips involving 

pupils, feel free to discuss these events with your child to give them a sense of the 

opportunities that will come their way as they progress up the school. 

Throughout the last academic year, Overchurch Junior School has revitalised and 

reinvigorated its curriculum, providing new and exciting learning opportunities for all 

pupils.  

We hope that you enjoy reading this booklet as it demonstrates the hard work and 

ambitions that we have as a Junior School. If you have any feedback or suggestions 

for improvement then please feel free to pass them to the School Office. 

 

 

Mr M Byrne 

Curriculum Leader 

 

Mrs J McGettrick 

Chair of Governors 
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Our Mission 

 

Respect, Believe, Achieve 

 

Vision 

 

Our school is a family where everyone works together and every child is encouraged 

to realise their potential. 

We believe that children should love and respect each other and the world around 

them. 

Children who leave Overchurch Junior School will be confident, considerate, 

independent learners with a thirst for knowledge and a passion for life-long learning. 

 

Values 

 

At Overchurch Junior School, we have developed 7 principles of learning that run 

throughout our curriculum: 

Resilience – determined; self-controlled; persistent; courageous; diligent 

Empathy – fair; compassionate; kind; courteous; unselfish 

Self – Awareness – self-confident; self-disciplined; honest; humorous; adaptable 

Positivity – motivates; optimistic; inspirational 

Excellence – creative; curious; inspiring; proud; critical thinker 

Communication – listens; influences; reflects; evaluates 

Teamwork – cooperative; responsible; caring; makes decisions; helpful; patient 
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Our Pledge 

We want all our children to be confident, happy, inquisitive learners, who are 

exposed to a range of experiences and activities linked to our British Values. To 

ensure this we have written 14 pledges to ensure all children have access to an all-

embracing range of learning experiences. 

Our Pledge to the children whilst they attend our school. We will: 

 Celebrate collective worship weekly 

 

 Visit our Parish Church of St Mary’s 

 

 Visit an art gallery 

 

 Visit the local library 

 

 Visit an historical 

 

 Visit an outdoor learning environment 

 

 Experience and use modern technology 

 

 Meet a person / people who can widen your understanding of the world 

 

 Perform to an audience 

 

 Contribute to charity work 

 

 Attend a live concert / performance 

 

 Experience different cultures and festivals from around the world  

 

 Visit a local place of interest 

 

 Meet children from other local schools 

 

 

Our curriculum is rich, broad and balanced 
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Curriculum Overview 

Curriculum Intent 

At the heart of the Overchurch Junior School curriculum, we want our children to be 

confident, considerate learners. Our outstanding curriculum, which is built around 

knowledge and skills, is designed to go beyond the academic and break down 

barriers. Through our new approach, where we block-teach subjects, we build on 

what has been taught before and towards agreed end points, showcasing children’s 

achievements.  The curriculum is carefully designed, planned and sequenced to 

meet the need of our pupils. The development of literacy skills, particularly reading is 

fundamental to our curriculum. The key characteristics of RESPECT run throughout 

our curriculum. 

In planning the curriculum, we asked ourselves how can we empower our children to 

be the best versions of themselves. 

In Year 3, we want to offer a curriculum that ensures that our pupils fulfil the 

aspirations expressed in our Curriculum Intent. We will do this by offering a broad 

and balanced range of subjects that include:  

● Art and Design 

● Computing 

● Design and Technology 

● English 

● Geography 

● History 

● Mathematics 

● Modern Foreign Language (Spanish) 

● Music 

● Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

● Physical Education 

● Relationship and Sexual Education 

● Religious Education and World Views 

● Science
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Year 3 Curriculum Overview 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Art & 
Design  

Romero Britto: 
Printmaking 

Elyse Dodge: Painting Egyptian Architecture: 
Drawing 

Computing  Computing 
Systems 

and 
Networks 

Creating 
Media 

Animation 

Desktop 
Publishing 

Branching 
Databases 

Sequence 
in Music 

Events and 
Actions 

Programming 
Events and 

Actions 

Design & 
Technology 

Textile Props Pneumatic Props Healthy Snacks 

Geography Climate Zones North America Rio and South-East Brazil 

History Changes in Britain The Egyptians 

MFL I’m learning Spanish  Animals 

Music  Let Your Spirit Fly Glockenspiel Stage 1: 
Three Little Birds  

Treasure Island 

PE (core) Team 
Building 

Keeping 
Possession 

Keeping 
Possession 

Gymnastics Sending & 
Receiving 

Dance 

PE (PPA) Sending & 
Receiving 

Sportshall 
Athletics 

Linking 
Actions 

Linking 
Actions 

Athletics Linking 
Actions 

PSHE How can 
we be a 

good 
friend? 

What are 
families 

like? 

What keeps 
us safe? 

What makes 
a 

community? 

Why should 
we eat well 

and look 
after our 
teeth? 

Why should 
we keep 

active and 
sleep well? 

RE & World 
Views 

Sikhism Why is 
Christmas 

celebrated? 

Care and Concern Special People 

RSE Valuing Difference and Keeping Safe 

Science Rocks, 
Soils & 
Fossils 

Light & 
Shadows 

Forces & Magnets Plants: 
How does 
a garden 

grow? 

Humans and 
other animals 

Please follow us on Twitter so that you can keep up to date with your child’s 

education. 

@OJS_Year3     @Overchurch_Jnrs 
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Weekly Subject Overview 

Autumn Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

05/09/22 Art 

12/09/22 Computing 

19/09/22 Spanish 

26/09/22 Science 

03/10/22 History 

10/10/22 Geography 

17/10/22 RSE 

Half-Term 

31/10/22 Science 

07/11/22 DT 

14/11/22 Geography 

21/11/22 RE 

28/11/22 Science 

05/12/22 History 

12/12/22 Computing 

19/12/22 (Two days) Free week 
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Spring Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

02/01/23 (Two days) R.E. 

09/01/23 Art 

16/01/23 Science 

23/01/23 History 

30/01/23 Geography 

06/02/23 Mental Health Week 

13/02/23 Computing 

Half-Term 

27/02/23 DT 

06/03/23 Science 

13/03/23 History 

20/03/23 Geography 

27/03/23 Computing 
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Summer Term 

Week Beginning Weekly Subject Focus 

17/04/23 History 

24/04/23 Science 

01/05/23 RE (Four days) 

08/05/23 Spanish 

15/05/23 Geography  

22/05/23 RE (Four days) 

Half-Term 

05/06/23 Science 

12/06/23 DT 

19/06/23 Science 

26/06/23 History 

03/07/23 Art 

10/07/23 Computing 

17/07/23 (Three days) Geography 

 

 

 

Each week, the year group will focus on a different subject which includes taking part 

in projects, conducting experiments and taking part in educational experiences which 

help to develop cultural capital. This helps to give the children a more in-depth 

knowledge of the subject as well as a greater interest whilst avoiding the dangers of 

cognitive overload.  

During PPA, children will be taught PE, Music and PSHE on a rotational timetable. 

This will be taught by Mrs A Walton, Mr A Sheehan and Miss C Buckley.  

Children will also receive one additional PE lesson every week from their class 

teacher. 
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English 

English sits at the heart of our curriculum at Overchurch Junior School – it is through 

language, story and text that children learn to form concepts, connect ideas and 

express themselves. Through literacy, in all its forms, children learn to both make 

sense of the world and shape their place within it. 

Our aim is to promote a life-long love of language and communication by learning 

literacy skills through the use of quality children’s texts and books that will interest, 

inspire and excite our pupils. 

Therefore, in order to ensure we maintain high standards in learning and progress, it 

is essential that teaching and learning in this subject is consistent. 

Shared Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School we are committed to providing all of our pupils with the 

skills necessary to become lifelong readers. Through careful planning, targeted 

intervention and plentiful opportunities for Reading for Pleasure, our pupils develop a 

love for reading that provides them with limitless opportunities in the wider world. 

Overchurch Junior School uses the Literacy Counts Steps to Read programme for 

the daily teaching of reading. The primary aim of the Steps to Read programme is to 

teach reading comprehension skills and strategies explicitly. 

Steps to Read: 

● Is sequenced, coherent and progressive 

● Uses language-rich texts for vocabulary teaching 

● Includes all elements of comprehension, taught sequentially across an 

academic year 

● Has a clear focus on skills and strategies needed to be a proficient and 

confident readers 

● Uses engaging texts to promote a life-long love of reading 

● Includes poetry, non-fiction and fiction that enhances knowledge learning 

across the curriculum 

In addition, pupils have opportunities throughout the week to read for pleasure, 

whether this be within the classroom, in the school library or even snuggled up next 

to Tilly our school dog. Each day, the adults in school enjoy reading aloud to the 

children from quality texts within our Reading Spine. 

Reading practise is supported by our Reading Planet Reading Scheme from Rising 

Stars. Matched to our synthetic phonics programme, these high-quality texts are 

used for home reading by all pupils until they reach a reading age of approximately 8 

years 6 months. Once pupils become confident and fluent in their reading, they 

become free-readers and choose books from our class libraries and school library 

that match both their Accelerated Reader Book Level (or ZPD) and their interests. 

Using Accelerated Reader, our pupils have a clear understanding of their Book Level 

and select books suited to their reading ability. Furthermore, pupils are able to 

develop their comprehension skills through end of book quizzes. These scores are 

closely monitored by staff and support is implemented where necessary. 
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Support for Reading 

At Overchurch Junior School, we are mindful of the fact that every pupil is unique 

and ensure that targeted intervention is available. We use Rocket Phonics as our 

Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme. Using this high-quality DfE validated 

programme, pupils attend small group or 1:1 sessions aimed to close gaps in their 

phonetic knowledge. 

Our school reading scheme matches our phonics programme and our pupils select 

books from our Reading Planet scheme to read both at school. 

Pupils within our Lowest 20% of readers read with an adult or reading buddy at least 

three times a week. This provides additional opportunities for practise and to foster a 

love for reading. Furthermore, all Pupil Premium children read with an adult at least 

twice a week. 

Writing 

At Overchurch Junior School, we teach writing through the use of high-quality English texts. 

At least 50% of these texts are taken from the accredited Literacy Counts texts. We teach 

writing throughout the curriculum and expect high standards of SPaG across all subjects 

rather than just in English books. 

Support for Writing 

Additional short-focussed interventions are provided for pupils who are making slower than 

expected progress. These sessions are tailored to the needs of the pupils and closely 

monitored to ensure accelerated progress. 
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AUTUMN 

1/2 
AUTUMN 

2 
SPRING 1 

SPRING 1 SPRING 2 SUMMER 1 SUMMER 2 

E
n
g
li
s
h 

 
T
e
x
t 

F
o
r  

W
r
it
i
n
g 

 

 
The Iron 
Man by Ted 
Hughes 

 
 Threat 

Narrative 
 

 Explanatio
n Text 

 
Fox by 
Margaret 
Wild and 
Ron 
Brooks 
 
 Fable 

Narrative 
 

 Fox 
Report 

 

 
 
Dear Earth 
by Isabel 
Otter and 
Clara 
Anganuzz 

 
 Descriptio

n  
 

 Letter 

 

 
 
The Egyptian 
Cinderella by 
Shirley Climo 

 
 Fairy-tale 

Narrative 
 

 Non-
chronologic
al Report 

 

 
Egyptology by 
Duguld Steer 
 
 Egyptian 

Mystery 
Narrative 

 

 Diary 

 

 
Into the Forest 
by Anthony 
Browne 
 
 Lost Narrative 
 

 Newspaper 
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S
h
a
r
e
d  
 
R
e
a
d
i
n
g 
 
L
e
s
s
o
n  
 
 

Unit A 
 
The Robot 
and the 
Bluebird by 
David Lucas 
 
The Tin 
Forest by 
Helen Ward 
& Wayne 
Henderson 
 
The Wild 
Robot by 
Peter Brown 
 
Forces in 
Action 
DK 
 
My Book of 
Rocks and 
Minerals 

Unit B  
 
Leon and 
the Place 
Between 
by Angela 
McAllister 
& 
Grahame 
Baker-
Smith 
 
Charlotte’s 
Web by 
E.B White 
 
Varjak 
Paw by SF 
Said 
 
Hot Like 
Fire and 
Other 
Poems by 
Valerie 
Bloom 

Unit C 
 
Rivers and 
Mountains 
by Joanna 
Brudle 
 
Rivers-A 
Dazzling 
Geographic 
Journey 
 
King of the 
Cloud 
Forest by 
Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
Where the 
Mountain 
Meets the 
Moon by 
Grace Lin 

Unit D 
 
The Princess 
and the Pea 
by Lauren 
Child 
 
The Snow 
Queen by 
Sarah Lowes 
 
The Princess’ 
Blankets by 
Carol Ann 
Duffy 
 
Fire Burn, 
Cauldron 
Bubble-
Magical 
Poems 
chosen by 
Paul 
Cookson 

Unit E 
 
The Genius of 
the Ancient 
Egyptians by 
Sonya 
Newland 
 
Life in Ancient 
Egypt by 
Angela 
McDonald 
 
Cinderella of 
the Nile by 
Beverley 
Naidoo 
 
Secrets of a 
Sun King by 
Emma Carroll 

Unit F 
 
Pippi 
Longstocking by 
Astrid Lindgren 
 
Harry the 
Poisonous 
Centipede by 
Lynne Reid 
Banks 
 
Stig of the 
Dump by Clive 
King 
 
Welcome to my 
Crazy Life-
Poems by 
Joshua Seigal 
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Maths 

At Overchurch Junior School, we believe every child can master an understanding 

and love of Maths. A combination of quality first teaching and the Maths No Problem 

scheme of work, based on The Singapore Maths teaching model, provides our pupils 

with an excellent maths curriculum. We also teach arithmetic as a discrete lesson 

each day to ensure numerical fluency. 

We foster a ‘can do ‘approach that is inclusive, we believe that with the right support, 

maths mastery is available to all. 

 

The daily maths lessons build on prior learning, systematically varying the apparatus 

and methods used to solve problems, this enables children to craft powerful 

connections between concrete, pictorial and abstract. The use of varied techniques 

such as bar modelling, number bonds and mental strategies help to promote 

numerical fluency. The lessons build a deep and sustainable understanding of 

maths. Maths No Problem also provides an online assessment tool that allows the 

teachers to identify gaps in knowledge, allowing intervention at an early stage. 

 

Year 3 

 
Chapter 1 - Numbers to 1000 
Chapter 2 - Addition and Subtraction 
Chapter 3 - Multiplication and Division 
Chapter 4 - Further Multiplication and 
Division 
Chapter 5 - Length 
Chapter 6 - Mass 
Chapter 7 - Volume 
 

 
Chapter 8 - Money 
Chapter 9 - Time 
Chapter 10 - Picture Graphs and Bar 
Graphs 
Chapter 11 - Fractions 
Chapter 12 - Angles 
Chapter 13 - Lines and Shapes 
Chapter 14 - Perimeter of Figures 

 

https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-01
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-02
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-03
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-04
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-05
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-06
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3a/chapter-07
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-08
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-09
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-10
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-10
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-11
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-12
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-13
https://hub.mathsnoproblem.com/teacher-guides/england/textbook-3b/chapter-14
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Science 

At Overchurch Junior school, it is our intent to provide a science curriculum that is 

inclusive to all our students.  Science is about children developing a sense of enquiry 

and extending their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. It 

includes knowledge about living things, materials, energy and the solar system. 

Science is concerned with investigation and children using their investigations and 

knowledge to understand how the world is constructed. Throughout the school, the 

children will be developing scientific skills that will lead to their work in planning and 

undertaking scientific investigations, as scientists. 
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Year 3 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Rocks, Soils and 
Fossils 
I can compare and 
group together different 
kinds of rocks on the 
basis of their 
appearance and simple 
physical properties. 
 
I can describe in simple 
terms how fossils are 
formed when things that 
have lived are trapped 
within rock. 
 
I can recognise that 
soils are made from 
rocks and organic 
matter. 
 
Light and Shadows 
I can recognise that they 
need light in order to 
see things and that dark 
is the absence of light. 
 
I can notice that light is 
reflected from surfaces. 
 
I can recognise that light 
from the sun can be 
dangerous and that 
there are ways to 
protect their eyes. 
 
I can recognise that 
shadows are formed 
when the light from a 
light source is blocked 
by a solid object. 
 
I can find patterns in the 
way that the sizes of 
shadows change. 

Forces and Magnets 
I can compare how 
things move on different 
surfaces. 
 
I can notice that some 
forces need contact 
between two objects, but 
magnetic forces can act 
at a distance. 
 
I can observe how 
magnets attract or repel 
each other and attract 
some materials and not 
others. 
 
I can compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of whether they 
are attracted to a 
magnet, and identify 
some magnetic 
materials. 
 
I can describe magnets 
as having two poles. 
 
I can predict whether two 
magnets will attract or 
repel each other, 
depending on which 
poles are facing 

Plants: How does a 
garden grow? 
I can identify and describe 
the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants: 
roots, stem/trunk, leaves 
and flowers. 
 
I can explore the 
requirements of plants for 
life and growth (air, light, 
water, nutrients from soil, 
and room to grow) and how 
they vary from plant to plant. 
 
I can investigate the way in 
which water is transported 
within plants. 
 
I can explore the part that 
flowers play in the life cycle 
of flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation 
and seed dispersal. 
 
Humans and other 
animals 
I can identify that animals, 
including humans, need the 
right types and amount of 
nutrition, and that they 
cannot make their own food; 
they get nutrition from what 
they eat. 
 
I can identify that humans 
and some animals have 
skeletons and muscles for 
support, protection and 
movement. 
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Art and Design 

At Overchurch Junior School we recognise that Art and Design stimulates creativity 

and imagination, as well as promoting social and wider life skills. It provides visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences and a special way of understanding, responding to 

and communicating with the world. It enables children of all abilities to communicate 

what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form and pattern, as 

well as different materials and processes. 

We encourage children to explore ideas and meanings through the work and lives of 

a range of artists and designers. Through learning about the roles and functions of 

art, they can explore the impact it has had on contemporary life and that of different 

times and cultures. The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our 

lives. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

● Vanita Dasgupta 
● Claude Monet 
● William Morris  
● Barbara Hepsworth 

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

● Jean Michael 
Basquiat 

● Faith Ringgold 
● Banksy 
● Van Gogh  

Inspirational artists, 
designers and 
architects: 
 
 

● Frida Kahlo  
● Gustav Klimt 
● M C Esher 
● Norman Foster 

 

Printmaking: Romero 
Britto 
 
 
I can use a variety of lines, 
shapes, tones and colours 
to create a pattern. 
 
I can create prints using a 
variety of objects. 
 
I can create prints using 
incising. 
 
I can create prints using 
the monoprinting and 
collagraph method. 

Painting: Shape and 
Texture: Elyse Dodge 
 
 
I can mix a range of 
colours and tones. 
 
I can use a combination 
of colours in the style of a 
notable artist. 
 
I can use overlapping 
shapes and colours in the 
style of a famous artist. 
 
I can use different lines to 
create texture. 

Drawing: Egyptian 
Architecture 
 
 
I can explore the 
architecture and artwork 
of Ancient Egypt. 
 
I can sketch lightly when 
drawing. 
 
I can create patterns 
using geometric shapes. 
 
I can create and combine 
shapes to create 
recognisable forms. 
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Computing 

The Computing Curriculum at Overchurch Junior School is based on application. The 
curriculum is structured in units and taught in blocks coherently. In computing, we 
use devices to create, store and manipulate data.  

 
Our high quality computing curriculum has been planned to enable children to 
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation. Children will learn to 
analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of 
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. The curriculum offers 
opportunities for children to learn to evaluate and apply information technology, 
including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems. 

 
At Overchurch Junior School children are taught to be responsible, competent, 
confident and creative users of information and communication technology. 
 
Children learn to be digitally literate-able to use, express themselves and develop 
their ideas through information and communication technology-at a level suitable for 
the future workplace and as active participants in a digital world.  

 
Children use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly in line with our 
RESPECT values.  
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

COMPUTING 
SYSTEMS 
AND 
NETWORKS 
 

I can identify 
that digital 
devices have 
inputs 
 
I can identify 
processes 
and outputs,  
 
I can identify 
and know 
how devices 
can be 
connected to 
make 
networks. 

CREATING 
MEDIA  
ANIMATION 
 

 
I can create 
stop-frame 
animation 
by capturing 
a digital 
image. 
 
I can edit a 
digital still 
image to 
produce a 
stop-frame 
animation 
that tells a 
story. 
 

DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING 
 
 

I can create 
documents 
by modifying 
text. 

I can create 
documents 
by modifying 
images. 

I can create 
documents 
by modifying  
page layouts 
for a 
specified 
purpose. 

 
 

BRANCHING 
DATABASES  
 
 

 
I can create 
databases by 
building and 
using 
branching 
databases. 
 
I can group 
objects using 
yes/no 
questions. 
 

SEQUENCE 
IN MUSIC 
EVENTS 
AND 
ACTIONS 
 
I can use 
Scratch. 
 
 I can create 
a working 
piano as my 
final 
product. 
 

PROGRAMMING 
B EVENTS AND 
ACTIONS 
 

 
I can programme 
a sprite within a 
maze using Code 
Studio. 
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Design and Technology 

At Overchurch Junior School, our Design and Technology curriculum encourages 

children to work individually and as part of a team to creatively and innovatively solve 

problems.  Through our Design and Technology curriculum we want children to be 

inspired by and become designers, chefs, architects, engineers and artists as they 

develop their skills and enable them to create and evaluate a range of structures, 

using a range of materials, for a range of purposes. We aim to, wherever possible, 

link work to other disciplines such as Mathematics, Science, History, English and 

Geography, ensuring that children make real life links. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

English 
Structures and Textiles 
Design and make your 
own textiles prop to go 
alongside your class 
reading text. 
 
I can cut materials 
accurately and safely by 
selecting appropriate 
tools. 
 
I can measure and mark 
out accurately.  
 
I can apply appropriate 
cutting and shaping 
techniques that include 
cuts within the perimeter 
of the material (such as 
slots or cut outs). 
 
I can select appropriate 
joining techniques. 

English  
Mechanical Systems 
Design, make and evaluate a 
pneumatic prop to use 
alongside your current 
reading book.  
 
I can explore different 
pneumatic techniques. 
 
I can discuss the transference 
of forces.  
 
I can select from and use 
appropriate tools with some 
accuracy to cut and join 
materials and components 
such as tubing, syringes and 
balloons.  
 
I can demonstrate a working 
pneumatic system. 

I can use finishing and 
decorative techniques 
suitable for their product. 

PSHE/ Science  
Cooking and 
Nutrition 
Design, make and 
evaluate a healthy 
snack for a peer. 
 
I can understand 
and apply the 
principles of a 
healthy and varied 
diet.  
 
I can use an 
existing recipe to 
practise food 
preparation and 
cooking techniques. 
 
I can measure and 
weigh ingredients. 
 
I can use 
seasonality to select 
ingredients.  
 
I can discuss basic 
food hygiene skills.  
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Geography 

At Overchurch Junior School, it is our intent to provide a Geography curriculum that 

is inclusive to all children. We seek to develop children’s curiosity and fascination 

about the world and its people. Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National 

Curriculum by offering a broad and balanced curriculum. 

Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge of diverse people, places, resources 

and natural environments, alongside a deep 

understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Through revisiting 

these areas, our pupils will gain a deeper understanding of the world and the 

importance of Geography in our curriculum.  The Geography curriculum at 

Overchurch Junior School will enable children to develop skills that are progressive 

and transferable to other curriculum areas and to life outside school. 
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Year 3 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

Climate Zones 
I can identify the different 
lines of latitude and explain 
how latitude is linked to 
climate change. 
 
I can locate different 
climate zones and explore 
the difference between the 
Northern Hemisphere and 
Southern Hemisphere. 
 
I can compare temperate 
and tropical climates. 
I can explore weather 
patterns within a climate 
zone. 
 
I can identify the position 
and significance of 
Equator, N. and S. 
Hemisphere, Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn. 
 
I can collect and record 
evidence. 
 
I can analyse evidence and 
begin to draw conclusions 
e.g. make comparisons 
between two locations 
using photos/ 
pictures, temperatures in 
different locations. 
 
I can write a daily weather 
forecast about a given 
location. 
 
I can identify the 
characteristics of each 
climate zone. 

North America 
I can Locate North 
America on a world map. 
 
I can locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on North America. 
 
I can create a fact file 
about North America. 
I know the difference 
between physical and 
human geography. 
 
I can identify human and 
physical geography 
features within North 
America. 
 
I can identify and locate 
the States in the USA. 
I can compare New York 
State and New York City. 
 
I can compare New York 
City with the Wirral. 

Rio & South-East Brazil 
I can recognise which 
continent Brazil belongs to and 
key facts such as the capital 
city, population, languages 
etc. Comparisons with other 
SA countries and 
understanding what 
hemisphere Brazil is in. 
 
I can identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere. 
 
I can observe the difference 
between human and physical 
geography within Rio.  
 
I can use the facts and 
knowledge to create a Rio to-
do list. 
 
I can write a postcard about 
the features of Rio. 
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History 

At Overchurch Junior School, we want all of our children to be passionate about 

History, to be curious about the past and keen to understand how and why events 

occurred. They will learn to question why people interpret the past in different ways. 

We believe that high-quality history lessons encourage skills of critical thinking. 

Sifting through evidence and weighing up people’s opinions and arguments, allows 

pupils to develop perspective and judgement. The children gain knowledge of 

Britain’s past, and our place in the world, which helps them to understand the 

challenges of our own time, as well as what shapes our future. They learn how 

people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. We explore how historical figures affect the course of 

events. We study ancient civilisations; looking at the achievements and mistakes 

made.  

Our History curriculum aims to excite and is full of topics that foster awe and wonder, 

as well as developing knowledge and skills included in the National Curriculum. We 

provide opportunities to use and apply skills from other areas of the curriculum, 

including English, Maths, Geography and ICT.  The History topics will help children 

to gain an understanding of the complexity of people’s lives and the process of 

change. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn and Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 and Summer 

Changes in Britain 
Stone Age to the Iron Age and the 
Celts 
 

I can use a timeline and refer to the 
terminology of BC and BCE (Before the 
Common Era), AD and CE (The Common 
Era). 
 
I can understand that people have been 
living in Britain for a very long time.  
 
I can learn about the changes that occurred 
between the middle Stone Age [Mesolithic 
Times] to the Iron Age – a period of over 
10,000 years!  
 
I can recognise the continuities too. For 
example there is very little change in 
houses, house-building or settlement size 
until well into the Iron Age.  
 
I can investigate issues and solve valid 
historical questions recognising the nature of 
the evidence on which my judgements and 
knowledge are based. 
 

The Egyptians 
When was Ancient Egypt and how does 
it fit into world history?  Develop an 
understanding of how long ago this 
was. 
 
I can understand the significance of the 
River Nile. 
 
I can begin to understand early civilisations 
and commonalities. 
 
I can investigate the significant 
achievements of the Ancient Egyptians 
and how we know about them. 
 
I can use artefacts/sources to develop the 
children’s understanding about what 
happened in the past.  Children can find 
out about everyday Ancient Egyptian life. 
 
I can learn about an aspect of the Ancient 
Egyptians e.g. the religion, leadership, 
lifestyles and begin to make comparisons 
with other civilizations. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 

We aim to give Overchurch Junior School pupils the tools to participate more 

effectively and responsibly in a multicultural world. 

Why is learning a foreign language useful? 

When you can speak to people in their own language, you deepen connections and 

understanding. Creativity is increased with the study of a foreign language. It also 

enhances listening skills and memory. 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Summer 

I’m learning Spanish  
(Early) 

Animals  
(Early) 
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Music 

At Overchurch Junior School, all children gain a firm understanding of what music is 

through listening to and appreciating all types of music. Rehearsing and performing 

in solo and ensemble contexts, using voices and musical instruments, is also of 

equal importance. 

Children are encouraged to learn musical instruments outside of the classroom and 

there are various opportunities throughout the school year to perform to a variety of 

audiences, thus building confidence and improving ability. 

Music should be viewed as a subject that can enhance all children’s lives and allow 

for freedom of expression in a sometimes hectic and pressurised world. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

Let Your Spirit Fly 
 
I can listen to and 
appraise a variety of 
music styles. 
 
I can keep a steady beat 
and clap to a rhythm. 
 
I can use correct musical 
language to describe 
music,e.g. duration, 
timbre, pitch, beat, 
tempo, texture, rhythm. 
 
I can sing songs with 
accurate pitch. 
 
I can understand the 
importance of 
pronouncing the words in 
a song well. 
 
I can control the voice 
when singing. 
 
I can sing together in an 
ensemble or group. 
 

Three Little Birds 
Glockenspiel Stage 1 
 
I can sing songs with 
accurate pitch. 
 
I can understand the 
importance of pronouncing 
the words in a song well. 
 
I can control the voice 
when singing. 
 
I can sing together in an 
ensemble or group. 
 
I can play notes on 
instruments with care so 
that they sound clear. 
 
I can perform with control 
and awareness of what 
others in the group are 
playing or singing. 
 
I can compose and 
perform melodies and 
songs. 
 
I can recognise and create 
repeated patterns using 
untuned and tuned 
percussion instruments. 
 
I can improvise simple 
melodies using 2 notes. 
 
I can create 
accompaniments for tunes. 
 
I can practise, rehearse 
and perform with 
awareness of an audience. 
 

Treasure Island  ( bbc 
school radio ) 
I can sing in tune with 
clear diction. 
 
I can listen to music with 
an increasing attention to 
detail. Internalise and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory. 
  
I can play tuned and 
untuned instruments with 
increasing control and 
rhythmic accuracy. 
 
I can create and develop 
musical ideas - 
composing. 
 
I can analyse and 
compare music. Explain 
my own ideas and 
feelings about music 
. 
I can practise, prepare 
and perform with an 
awareness of the 
audience. 
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Physical Education 

When pupils leave Overchurch Junior School, we want them to be confident in their 

ability to fully engage in a wider range of opportunities and demonstrate resilience in 

the face of challenges, both in PE and Sport and other areas of the school. Our 

pupils will develop good social skills, including effective communication, through the 

tailored curriculum which supports them to have a positive attitude towards being 

active and encourages good decisions relating to leading a healthy active lifestyle. 

Our curriculum will be taught in a way that encourages pupils to develop a wide 

range of skills, physical and non-physical, that enable their long term engagement in 

physical activity. The curriculum will focus on skills instead of ‘sport’ to provide pupils 

with the ability to transfer skills across different activities, with particular focus on 

building upon prior learning. 

As a school we value the impact PE and Sport can have on other areas including 

removing a range of barriers to participation in school and the community, to ensure 

it is accessible for all. During their time at Overchurch, all pupils will be provided with 

a diverse range of competitions, events and opportunities within the community such 

as local clubs. Pupil premium pupils will be provided with increased opportunity to 

take part and access provision that meets their requirements. Whilst maintaining a 

focus on opportunities for all, the school will ensure there are clear pathways for the 

most able pupils to follow. 

For our pupils, the curriculum will have additional emphasis on RESPECT values 

and an awareness of health and fitness due to the recent pandemic and water safety 

due to the geographical location of our school. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

A1 
Sending & Receiving 
Tag rugby (AS)  
 
Yoga  
(class teacher/ Rainbow 
Programme) 
 
A2 
Sportshall Athletics 
(AS) 
 
Keeping Possession 
Netball (class teacher) 
 

S1 
Keeping Possession 
Basketball (AS) 
 
Keeping Possession 
Hockey  
(class teacher) 
 
S2 
Linking Actions Cricket 
and Rounders (AS) 
 
Gymnastics  
(class teacher) 

 

S1 
Orienteering  (AS) 
 
Sending & Receiving Tennis 
(class teacher) 
 
S2 
Tactics & Strategies Football 
(AS) 
 
Dance  
Topic: Brazil  
(Waka Waka, Shakira) 
(class teacher) 

 

‘Developing pupil’s personal qualities through PE can affect their attitudes towards 

school and learning. When PE and School sport provision is of the highest quality, all 

pupils will, to the best of their abilities, develop and demonstrate the following 

personal qualities: 

● A strong desire to learn & make progress; 

● High levels of attendance and involvement in PE and School sport; 

● High levels of commitment to PE and School sport; 

● Good levels of positive behaviour such as politeness, fair play and 

helpfulness; and 

● High levels of enjoyment and enthusiasm and a strong desire to get involved.’ 

(DCMS Learning through PE & Sport) 
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PSHE 

At Overchurch Junior school we are committed to enabling our pupils develop the 

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and 

prepared for life and work. PSHE education offers both explicit and implicit learning 

opportunities and experiences which reflect pupils’ increasing independence and 

physical and social awareness, PSHE education helps pupils to manage the physical 

and emotional changes at puberty, introduces them to a wider world and enables 

them to make an active contribution to their communities.  The needs and interests 

of all our pupils, irrespective of gender, culture, ability or aptitude, will be promoted 

through the inclusive and varied PSHE curriculum at our school. 
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Year 3 
 

Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

RELATIONSHIPS  
How can we be a good 
friend? 
Friendship; making 
positive friendships, 
managing loneliness, 
dealing with arguments 
(PoS refs: R10, R11, R13, 
R14, R17, R18) 

I can understand 
how friendships 
support wellbeing 
and the importance 
of seeking support if 
I’m feeling lonely or 
excluded. 

 

I can recognise if others 
are feeling lonely and 
excluded and use 
strategies to include 
them. 

 

I can understand how 
to build good 
friendships, including 
identifying qualities 
that contribute to 
positive friendships. 

 

I can understand how 
friendships sometimes 
have difficulties, how 
to manage when there 
is a problem or an 
argument between 
friends, resolve 
disputes and reconcile 
differences. 

 

I can understand how to 
recognise if a friendship is 
making them unhappy, feel 
uncomfortable or unsafe 
and how to ask for support 

 

 

HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 
What keeps us safe? 
Keeping safe; at home 
and school; our bodies; 
hygiene; medicines and 
household products 

(PoS refs: H9, H10, H26, 
H39, H30, H40, H42, H43, 
H44, R25, R26, R28, R29) 

I can recognise hazards 
that may cause harm or 
injury and what I should 
do to reduce risk and 
keep myself (or others) 
safe. 

 

I can understand how to 
help keep my body 
protected and safe, e.g. 
wearing a seatbelt, 
protective clothing and 
stabilizers. 

 

I can understand that my 
body belongs to me and 
should not be hurt or 
touched without my 
permission; I know what 
to do and who to tell if I 
feel uncomfortable. 

 

I can recognise and 
respond to pressure to do 
something that makes me 
feel unsafe or 
uncomfortable (including 
online). 

 

I can understand how 
everyday health and 
hygiene rules and routines 
help people stay safe and 
healthy (including how to 
manage the use of 
medicines, such as for 
allergies and asthma, and 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

Why should we eat well and 
look after our teeth? 

Being healthy: eating well, 
dental care 

(PoS refs: H1, H2, H3, H4, 
H5, H6, H11, H14) 

I can eat a healthy diet and 
understand the benefits of 
nutritionally rich foods. 

I can maintain good oral 
hygiene (including regular 
brushing and flossing) and 
understand the importance 
of regular visits to the 
dentist. 

 

I can understand how not 
eating a balanced diet can 
affect health, including the 
impact of too much 
sugar/acidic drinks on dental 
health. 

I can understand how 
people make choices 
about what to eat and 
drink, including who 
or what influences 
them. 

 
I can identify how, when and 
where to ask for advice and 
help about healthy eating and 
dental care. 
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
Why should we keep active 
and sleep well? 
Being healthy: keeping 
active, taking rest 
(PoS refs: H1, H2, H3, H4, 
H7, H8, H13, H14) 

I can understand how regular 
physical activity benefits 
bodies and feelings. 
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RSE  
Christopher Winters 
Project 
Valuing Difference and 
Keeping Safe 
NSPCC PANTS 
Lesson 1: Body 
Differences 
Lesson 2: Personal Space  
Lesson 3: Help and 
Support 
 
RELATIONSHIPS  

What are families like? 

Families; family life; 
caring for each other 

(PoS refs: R5, R6, R7, R8, 
R9) 

I can understand how 
families differ from each 
other (including that not 
every family has the 
same family structure, 
e.g. single parents, same 
sex parents, step-
parents, blended families, 
foster and adoptive 
parents). 

 

I can understand how 
common features of 
positive family life often 
include shared 
experiences, e.g. 
celebrations, special 
days or holidays. 

 

I can understand how 
people within families 
should care for each other 
and the different ways they 
demonstrate this. 

 

I can ask for help or advice 
if family relationships are 
making me feel unhappy, 
worried or unsafe. 
 

other household products, 
responsibly). 

I can understand how to 
react and respond if there 
is an accident and how to 
deal with minor injuries e.g. 
scratches, grazes, burns.  

 

I can understand what to 
do in an emergency, 
including calling for help 
and speaking to the 
emergency services. 
 

LIVING IN THE WIDER 
WORLD 

What makes a 
community? 

Community; belonging to 
groups; similarities and 
differences; respect for 
others  

(PoS refs: R32, R33, L6, 
L7, L8) 

I can understand how 
I belong to different 
groups and 
communities, e.g. 
friendship, faith, 
clubs, classes /year 
groups. 

 

I can understand what is 
meant by a diverse 
community and how 
different groups make up 
the wider/local community 
around the school. 

 

I can understand how the 
community helps everyone 
to feel included and values 
the different contributions 
that people make. 

 

I can understand how to be 
respectful towards people 
who may live differently to 
me. 

I can understand how to be 
active on a daily and 
weekly basis, including 
how to balance time online 
with other activities. 

 

I can understand how to 
make choices about physical 
activity, including what and 
who influences these 
decisions. 

 

I can understand how the 
lack of physical activity can 
affect health and wellbeing. 

 

I can understand how 
lack of sleep can affect 
the body and mood, also 
how simple routines can 
support good quality 
sleep. 

 

I can understand how to seek 
support in relation to physical 
activity, sleep and rest and 
who to talk to if I am worried. 
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Relationship and Sexual Education 

At Overchurch Junior School we believe that Relationships Education / RSE 

education should always be taught as part of broader PSHE education so that pupils 

can develop the necessary skills, knowledge and personal attributes as part of a 

planned programme of regular lessons.  However, in order for our children to be 

equipped with the knowledge they require to understand changes that occur through 

their lives and relationships additional RSE lessons are required. RSE content at 

Overchurch Junior school specifically promotes our school ‘RESPECT’ values: 

resilience, empathy, self-awareness, positive, excellence, communication and team 

work. 
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Religious Education and World Views 

At Overchurch Junior School the teaching of RE is based on the Wirral Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education and Worldviews 2019.  It is our intent that our RE 

curriculum will enable pupils to gain a developing knowledge of the right of people to 

hold diverse beliefs and values, and help them develop positive attitudes of respect 

and tolerance towards other people. 

Our children will learn about principle religions and celebration of festivals from a 

variety of different faiths. They will be given opportunities to learn how people live out 

their traditions and beliefs with visits to places of worship within the community and 

visitors coming into school. 

We use RE to encourage our children to develop an appreciation of the world in 

which they live and to reflect upon their responsibility towards it.  RE also provides 

us with opportunities to enhance children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. 
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Year 3 

Autumn Spring  Summer 

Sikhism 
 
I can identify the Sikh symbol and identify 
where Sikhism originated on a map of the 
world. 
 
I can learn that Sikhs believe in one God 
and all human beings are equal before 
God.  
 
I can identify some of the qualities 
needed in a leader and those 
characterised by Guru Nanak.  
 
I can learn that there were 10 gurus and 
that Guru Nanak was the first and Guru 
Gobind Singh was the last.  
 
I can learn how their birthdays are 
celebrated and know of the Gurus stories 
of the Gurus. 
 
I can understand what the inside of a Sikh 
Gurdwara is like and identify the 
differences between this and a Christian 
Church.  
 
I can appreciate the ‘community spirit’ 
Sikhs demonstrate and their values of 
equality. 
 
I can show knowledge of how light is used 
in different festivals.  
 
I can understand the importance of the 
5k’s to Sikhs. 
 
Christmas 
 
 Why is Christmas celebrated? 
 
I can understand the symbolism of light 
and the Christian belief that Jesus is 
God’s son (Baptismal candle). 
 
I can learn of the events in the Christmas 
story and know how Christians celebrate 
Advent. 

Care and Concern  
 
What does it mean to 
‘care’? 
 
 I can consider the issue 
of people who devote 
their lives to care and 
concern. Look at a global 
example of Gandhi and 
how his actions showed 
concern for others. 
 
 I can understand the 
followers of Christ and 
how they set an example 
to serve others.   
 
I can understand the role 
of the clergy.  
 
I can recognise the 
importance of why people 
work for others, and 
understand how they 
show love for their 
neighbour. 
 
I can understand love 
your neighbour as you 
love yourself. ( Matt 
22:37-39)   
 
 I can understand Jesus’ 
care and concern for 
others – even those not 
liked by others (i.e. 
Zacchaeus).  

Special People 
 
I can develop a 
knowledge and 
understanding of key 
Biblical characters, 
their life and the 
importance of their 
beliefs. 
 
I can retell the stories 
of Abraham and 
Moses.  
 
I can understand how 
the major events of 
Abraham and Moses’ 
lives were significant to 
their beliefs and 
following God.  
 
I can understand that 
both Old Testament 
characters were 
obedient. 
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Year 3 Team 

 
Miss L Mercer 
Mrs J Kenningham 
Mrs A Walton 
Mrs S Isaacs 
Miss S Mates 
Mr T McNulty 
Miss K Henderson 
Mrs L Crilly 
Mrs B Nelson 
Mrs L Greenop 

 
Head of Year 
Head of Lower Key Stage Two 
Associate Senior Leader/ English Lead 
SENDCo 
Class teacher  
Class teacher 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 
Teaching Assistant 

 

Homework 

It is very useful if pupils plan what time each evening they are going to sit down to 

complete their homework. These may be different times on different days due to 

other commitments. It is easier for pupils to focus on their homework if the house is 

relatively quiet during this designated homework time.  

 

The homework expectation for Year 3 is as follows: 

- reading four times per week to an adult 

- practising the spelling list four times a week on paper or via Spelling 

Shed 

- practising times table three times per week on Times Table Rockstars 

 

Useful Tips: 

● Check SeeSaw regularly for homework updates/ projects. 

● Establish a regular homework routine. 

● Keep your child’s login details somewhere safe. 

● Praise your child’s work and efforts. 

 

 

Speak to your Class Teacher if you have any questions. 


