
Overchurch Junior School

Reading Information





Aim

To give parents an insight into the teaching of reading at 
Overchurch Junior School and engage more parents and 

children in reading activities at home.



How we endeavour to embed a love of reading at OJS

Our beautiful school library is 

full of interesting books for 

readers of all ages.
Reading is part of most lessons 

we teach using a range of 

texts and online libraries.

Daily ERIC (Everybody Reading 

In Class) time for all classes to 

teach and enjoy reading.

A brand new reading scheme 

of decodable texts linked to 

Letters and Sounds.

Teaching of Phonics using the 

Letters and Sounds 

programme for children who 

need additional intervention.

We use Accelerated Reader 

and MyON to provide pupils 

with a rich reading diet and 

the opportunity to develop 

their comprehension skills.

Weekly Star Reader Award for 

pupils showing great 

commitment towards reading.

Reading for Pleasure time for 

all pupils to enjoy a book and 

extend their reading journey .



Teaching Reading at OJS
Each day, pupils have a 30 minute ERIC (Everybody 

Reading in Class) lesson. During this lesson, pupils 

learn to read using a variety of teaching approaches:

Shared Reading

Shared Reading is an interactive reading experience 

that occurs when pupils join in or share the reading 

of a book or other text while guided and supported 

by a teacher. The teacher explicitly models the skills 

of proficient readers, including reading with fluency 

and expression.

Reciprocal Reading

Reciprocal reading is a structured approach in which 

pupils take on different roles : Questioner, Clarifier, 

Summariser or Predictor to improve their reading 

comprehension.

Reading VIPERS

Throughout all of our ERIC sessions, 

we try to embed the reading VIPERS 

comprehension skills, as ultimately these skills are how 

reading is assessed. 

Reading For Pleasure

To develop a love for reading and exposure to good quality 

texts, pupils have the opportunity to read texts suited to 

their reading level and interests independently.

Phonics

For pupils who did not complete the Letters & Sounds 

Phonics programme in KS1, Phonics is taught by class 

teachers and teaching assistants to help these pupils to 

catch up



Year group texts used in English 

Year Group Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Year 3 The Iron Man by Ted 

Hughes

Starbird by Sharon King-

Chai

Egyptology: Search for 

the Tomb of Osiris by 

Duguld Steer

Oliver and the Seawigs by 

Philip Reeve

Phoenix by S.F.Said

Poetry Unit

Year 4 The Lost Happy Endings 

by Carol Ann Duffy

The Journey by Aaron 

Becker

Leaf by Sandra Dieckman

Arthur and the Golden 

Rope by Joe Todd Stanton

Varjak Paw by S.F.Said

Manfish by Jennifer 

Berne

Year 5 The Highway Man by 

Alfred Noyes

Seasons of Splendour by 

Madhur Jaffrey

The Errand by Leo La 

Fleur & Adam Oehlers

Stormbreaker by Anthony 

Horowitz

FArTHER by G. Baker

King Kong by Anthony 

Browne

Year 6 There’s a Boy in the Girls 

Bathroom by Louis Sachar

Shackleton's Journey by 

William Grill

Skellig by David Almond

Rose Blanche by 

Christophe Gallaz and 

Roberto Innocent

Hansel and Gretel by Neil 

Gaiman

Shine by Candy Gourlay



.

Accelerated Reader
Accelerated Reader is a computer program that helps teachers and librarians manage and monitor 

children’s independent reading practice. A child picks a book at their own level and reads it at their 

own pace. When finished, they take a short quiz on the computer to test their reading comprehension.

Children first do an on-line ‘STAR READING QUIZ’. This compares them against over a million other 

children their own age and gives them an accurate reading age and a ‘ZPD’ (Zone of Proximal 

Development) or book-band. The width of their ZPD / book-band depends on the level of their 

comprehension. Children then choose a book within their ZPD from our extensive Accelerated Reading 

scheme.

Click here for a link to the Accelerated Reader Parent’s Guide

https://www.renaissance.com/2016/09/09/parents-guide-renaissance-accelerated-reader-360/




Rising Stars Reading Planet Scheme

This year, we have purchased a brand new reading scheme called Reading Planets. This scheme links directly 

to our Phonics programme Letters and Sounds and provides the children with an exciting range of fiction and 

non-fiction books to choose from. When children join the Juniors in Year 3, most will be placed on the Reading 

Planet scheme at a level suited to their reading age. When children reach a reading age at which they are 

reading fluently with secure comprehension, they will move onto Accelerated Reader books. Many of the 

Reading Planet books are available to quiz on Accelerated Reader and more of the books are being added.

Children following the Reading Planet scheme are also encouraged to read other books suited to their ZPD to 

broaden their reading experience and use Accelerated Reader.

Click here for a link to the Reading Planet Parent’s Guide

Click here for a link to the Accelerated Reader Parent’s Guide


myON

myON is an online library that provides children with access to over 7000 digital books. These 

books are linked to a child’s age and can be tailored to their interests. The website allows  

children to interact with books by highlighting sections, annotating with virtual post notes and 

listening to text. Part of the website has a news section where there will be current child-

friendly news articles. Additionally, teachers are able to set projects for children to complete 

either in school or at home (depending on the project) to enhance their learning.

Many of the books available on myON are linked to Accelerated Reader and have a quiz that 

links to children’s Accelerated Reader account.



Reading At Home
At Overchurch Juniors we ask for parents to read with their child at least four times each week. 



Star Reader Award

To celebrate reading, each week we award Star Reader to a child from each class. A Star Reader is 

a child who has shown great enthusiasm and determination towards reading. We use a variety of 

data to choose the Star Reader from Accelerated Reader word count, time spent on myON and the 

frequency a child is changing their reading book or reading at home. Star Readers are currently 

rewarded with Tilly Time!



Recommended Books

Please see our list of Recommended Fiction Books in our Reading section of the website.




